
T KLOOF COMMUNITY
HANDS AT WORK IN AFRICA

Within the community of T-Kloof a high degree of vulnerability exists. Many 
of the families here have come from Eswatini, seeking a better life in South 
Africa, but without South African documents they are unable to obtain 
any formal employment. When people do find work, it is odd jobs in the 
community such as washing clothes and working in the fields. 

Hands at Work began walking in T-Kloof Community after recognising that 
many of the children from the Houtbos Community Based Organisation 
(CBO) were actually coming from T-Kloof after school. It’s a long distance to 
walk through the bush to the Care Point and then back home again. 

When the local Hands at Work team in Oshoek saw the challenges these 
children faced they, together with the Care Workers from Houtbos CBO, 
decided to visit. Meeting with Sifiso Zwane, a local pastor, they walked in the 
community and he explained what was happening. 

Rosa is a ‘mother Theresa’ figure in the community. She has a heart for 
caring for vulnerable children and, immediately grasping the vision of Hands 
at Work, she showed them around. Encouraged by Rosa, other local women 
asked to join as Care Workers, and a chance encounter with a man who 
understood the Hands at Work vision led to him offering a portion of his 
land to be used for the Care Point. The Oshoek team is now in the process 
of obtaining the land papers from the Chiefs, in order to replace the existing 
stick and mud house with a properly constructed building. 

Initially attended by the children who were coming to Houtbos CBO from 
T-Kloof Community, the Care Point is now also used by other children who 
were visited in their homes by the Care Workers and identified as most 
vulnerable.

In February 2023, a Hands at Work Foundations Training was facilitated by the Oshoek team for the Care Workers. 
The purpose of the training was to share more about the vision of Hands at Work and to go deeper into what it means 
to care for the children. 
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Number of Care Workers 6
Coordinator Name Nester 
Distance from Local Office 5.5km
Basic Services Started In 2022
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