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GIFT OF LIFE 
Dan Waspe, International
Volunteer (UK), South African RST

In February, Dan travelled to Malawi 
for a few weeks to spend time with 
the Dedza Service Centre (SC). 
Dedza SC has recently come under 
the support of the South African 
RST. Dan spent time building into 
relationships with the individuals in 
the office and getting to know each 
of the communities that the Dedza 
SC is supporting.  

On one of the days that Dan was 
out in Mcheneka community he 
met Annie, a 22-year-old girl who 
stays alone. Annie struggles with a 
learning disability and because of this 
she was unable to complete school. 
She attends one of the three Care 
Points (Umodzi CBO) in Mcheneka 
Community on a daily basis and can 

often be found sitting and eating with 
the six and seven-year-old children. 
Dan shares, “I asked the team in 
Malawi, ‘How else do we care for 
Annie?’ They told me that they bought 
school uniforms and clothing for her. 
I was shocked to hear the answer. Is 
that all? What does she really need? 
What is going to change her life? She 
spends one hour at the Life Centre 
and then is alone for the rest of the 
day. There is no reason to wake up 
or sleep. How else are we going to 
care for her; to show her that we love 
her and that there is a reason for her 
life?” 

Dan talked deeply with the Dedza 
SC about different forms of poverty. 
There is physical poverty, which 
was being addressed but as George 
Snyman says, that is a basic human 
right. Dan says, “How do we not just 
look at the physical poverty but how 

do we look for ways to holistically 
care for Annie? During my time with 
Annie, I realised that we don’t have to 
come up with new ways; a Life Centre 
can do that. When an individual is a 
part of a Life Centre, they are a part 
of a family and a community. They 
realise that they need people and that 
people need them. It can add purpose 
to someone’s life. Annie can be a 
part of a Relationship Group, where 
she can find healing and be a part of 
someone else’s healing. Annie needs 
a Life Centre. There is no reason why 
she can’t be involved with cooking 
and helping to care for our children. 
It is not for our benefit to have her 
involved in the Life Centre - we’re not 
inviting her to fill a gap - it is because 
we want something for her life. A 
feeding point will keep people alive 
but a Life Centre has the potential to 
transform lives.”  

“What does she really need? What is going to 
change her life? ”   – Dan Waspe 

CONTRIBUTORS
in this issue of Hands on Deck

Dan Waspe 
Craig Rebro 
Isaac Nguni
Cecilia Matibula 
Benson Munamba 

+

ISSUE FORTY-ONE 



COMMUNICATIONS 
TEAM TO SWAZILAND
Craig Rebro, International Volunteer, 
(US), Communications Team 

In February, the Communications 
team travelled to Swaziland to visit 
the children and Care Workers and to 
prepare for 40 Days of Prayer..
 
Bhandeni Community is a rural and 
remote community in Swaziland. 
Many of the children living in the 
community have to walk two hours 
over the mountain to get to school, 
come rain or shine, repeating the 
journey on the way home. Craig says, 
“After the children finish school, they 
walk to the Life Centre and eat their 
meal for the day. Then they walk 
home, study and go to sleep. There 
are children as young as six or seven 
doing this walk on a daily basis. The 
life that these children face is hard to 
process.”
 
Craig shares about a Holy Home 
Visit he went on in Bhandeni.  “We 
visited a man who was suffering from 
the effects of a recent stroke. I had a 
feeling that God had me on this home 
visit for a purpose. My dad, who had a 
stroke last year, was prayed over and 
is now doing very well. Sometimes 
God gives us experiences so we can 
share them with others and help them 
through our own personal experience.”

 
The man that Craig visited had been 
out picking mangos in the early 
evening when he had a stroke and fell 
face up into a shallow pool of water. 
The man was not found until eleven in 
the evening. “We cried with the family, 
laid hands on them while praying and 
worshiped God with a song. It was 
one of the most powerful Holy Home 
Visits that I have ever experienced. I 
left the home feeling good, but deeply 
saddened and I went to sleep thinking 
about this man and his family,” Craig 
said. A week later, the team received 
the news that this man had passed 
away.
 
Craig shares, “I was in a state of 
confusion but as I wrestled with 
God, He led me to Isaiah 55:8 and 
1 Thessalonians 4:13. As I read 
these scriptures, I felt God give me 
His peace. Even though I do not 
understand the reason why this 
situation happened, I made the choice 
to surrender it to God.”

Isaiah 55:8 - “For my thoughts are 
not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways, declares the Lord.” 

1 Thessalonians 4:13 - “Brothers 
and sisters we do not want you to be 
uniformed about those who sleep in 
death, so that you do not grieve like 
the rest of mankind, who have no 
hope.” 
 

“When I first visited Katetaula in 
2015, I sensed a deep heaviness 
within the community,” Isaac shares. 
There were a few individuals who were 
speaking about Jesus, some of whom 
were leading a local church known as 
the ‘Church of Christ’. “The rest of 
the community was living in silence; 
fearing the unknown and fearing the 
practice of witchcraft which was 
prevalent in the community.  But since 
this time, I have seen incredible growth 
in the Care Workers as they seek to 
grow in their understanding of God. 
They have started looking to God in 
the difficult situations that they face,” 
Isaac shares.
 
There is a man within the community 
named Asaphy who is not part of the 
Community Based Organisation but 
who gives of his own resources to 
make charcoal for the cooks to use. 
Isaac shares, “This man joins the Care 
Workers in their Relationship Group 
where they sing and share the word of 
God together. He is interested in what 
the Care Workers are doing and he has 
shared that he feels encouraged by the 
Relationship Group. This community 
is standing together and making a 
difference for the most vulnerable.”

LIGHT IN KATETAULA 
Isaac Nguni, African Volunteer 

(Zambia), Luanshya SC



INTRODUCING THE 2017 INTAKE 

In February, we welcomed volunteers from around the world who have come 
to serve in Africa on our 1 year programme. We continue to thank God for 
blessing us with volunteers who want to come to serve God by working with 
the most vulnerable communities and families. Please pray for each of these 
volunteers, that as they experience God’s heart for the poor and as they 
meet the most vulnerable children, they will continue to dig deeper into their 
relationship with their Father. 

Jimmy Kerr (19, Sydney, Australia)
Carly and Kyle Laggo (25+26, Winnipeg, Canada)
Dawson Redekopp (21, Saskatoon, Canada)
Kara Mclaughlin (30, Sydney, Australia)
Sara Waldvogel (33, New York, USA)
Lerato Lushozi (23, Johannesburg, South Africa) 

PRAYER POINTS 

Please pray for the South Africa Regional Support Team (RST) as they 
support and drive the growth in Zimbabwe.

Pray that God will give the RST and Service Centres the wisdom and guidance 
they need as they continue to support the communities with drought relief 
activities.

As the Service Centre in the Honde Valley is being formed, supported by the 
Mutare Service Centre, pray that God will guide them and help them grow in 
their numbers and their capacity. 

Pray that God will bring strength and encouragement to the Service Centre 
team in Chimoio, Mozambique as they fight on behalf of the most vulnerable. 

Pray for Farai, (Zimbabwe), as he steps into his new role leading the 
Zimbabwe RST. Pray, too, for Jackie and Grace as they patiently wait for 
their Zimbabwe work permits.

STORIES OF HOLY HOME 
VISITS 

Volunteers from the local offices 
in Zambia share a few of their 
personal highlights from Holy Home 
Visits so far this year: 

Cecilia Matibula, African Volunteer 
(Zambia), Kabwe SC

Cecilia shares about a Holy Home 
Visit that touched her. “We were 
doing Holy Home Visits in Chisamba 
when we met a young girl named 
Portia who was living with her 
grandmother. She had come to live 
with her grandmother when she was 
a few months old because her father 
was in jail and her mother had passed 
away shortly after she was born. When 
the Care Workers first began visiting 
her, she was sick and malnourished 
- her situation seemed hopeless. By 
the grace of God, the Care Workers 
stepped in and took responsibility of 
this young girl. They chose to help 
this family by donating some of their 
own money to supplement what the 
grandmother could provide. Today, 
Portia is a healthy eight-year-old girl 
who attends the Care Point where 
she receives a nutritious daily meal 
and receives the love and support of 
the Care Workers. 

Benson Munamba, African 
Volunteer (Zambia), Kabwe SC

“I was in Miswa community and 
visited a young boy whose family’s 
home had burnt down,” shares 
Benson. The family was left with 
nothing as everything had been lost in 
the fire. Benson shares, “This family 
touched my heart deeply. I witnessed 
the grandmother giving her grandson 
the shirt from her back so that he 
had a shirt to wear to school.  This 
reminded me of a story in Exodus 
4:2 where God says to Moses, ‘What 
is that in your hand?’ As I reflected 
on this scripture, I felt called to give 
this boy my shirt. What I saw that 
day was unity between the Care 
Workers and the family. I saw them 
truly caring for and supporting this 
child. It was very encouraging.”


