
HANDS ON DECK 

At the end of September, Chris, Jo 
and their children, Riana and Barney, 
travelled to Zambia where they spent 
two weeks with the Kabwe Service 
Centre and the family at Kachele 
Village.

Chris shares, “It was great to spend 
time in the various communities as a 
family, something that we don’t get 
to do often. We had the privilege of 
spending significant time with Peter 
and Cecelia, who are members of the 
Kabwe Service Centre, hearing their 
hearts and simply doing life together. 
Barney and I had the blessing of 
staying with one of the Care Workers, 
Rasko, which was amazing. It was 
special to do life together and see 
how much they pour out to their 
community. 

“One of my highlights was meeting 
Pastor Sunday, who after leaving 

the community for a time several 
years ago, felt called to come back. 
When he first came back to minister 
and work in the community, he slept 
under a tree. It was from there that he 
got involved in the community. Now 
Pastor Sunday is the coordinator of 
Susu Community Based Organization 
and is helping it thrive. It was great 
to see his passion for the community 
and the people, bringing both 
practical and spiritual support.” 

Jo shares, “Riana and I had the 
absolute privilege of staying in the 
home of Pastor Sunday and his 
family. It seems that Sunday would 
have every reason to boast in that 
community; everyone knows him and 
he has done so much there, but it is 
actually the opposite. He is such a 
humble person. It was special to be 
in the community with Riana. I loved 
the way that being in the community 

impacts both her and Barney. We are 
grateful to have truth being poured 
into our children’s lives because who 
knows what they will do in the future. 

“It seemed that every time we 
went to a community, there was a 
Relationship Group happening which 
was beautiful to see. The openness 
of the Care Workers, both male and 
female, really stuck out to Chris and 
I. They were openly sharing their 
troubles and concerns, were able to 
hear the truth being told and talked 
about, and earnestly spent time 
praying for one another. 

“On one occasion, one of the Care 
Workers’ wives had gone to sell 
vegetables a far distance away. She 
sold a bunch on the promise that 
she would receive the funds at a 
later date. Unfortunately, this didn’t 
happen, and so she was left without 
transport home. In response, the 
other Care Workers came together 
and raised enough money for her 
to get back and buy the family a 
bit of food. Straight after they had 
looked into God’s word and had been 
encouraged during their Relationship 
Group, Care Workers said that they 
were ready to go on Holy Home Visits 
because they had been ministered to 
and could now minister to others.” 

“We are grateful to have truth being poured 
into our children’s lives”   – Jo Poulsom
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At the beginning of November, Alicia travelled to Nigeria 
to support the Lagos Service Centre and spend time in the 
communities that they serve.

“As I was preparing to leave for 
Nigeria, I found myself experiencing 
a mix of emotions. A part of me was 
desperate to get back and reconnect 
as it had been two years since my 
last trip, but another part of me 
was a bit fearful. In the past I had 
always travelled with someone, but 
this time I would be on my own and 
for many reasons that filled me with 
anxiety. Around the same time that I 
committed to going, I had started a 
devotional focused on the beauty of 
being still and silent in God’s presence. 
As I spent time with God, praying for 
his peace and courage, I felt Him 
asking me if I really trusted him. If I 
knew truly that he is much bigger than 
all my worries. It was then I realized I 
needed to surrender to Him and trust 
Him. It was a time to learn to become 
completely dependent on God. With 
no one else to hide behind or lean on, 
it was God I turned to in my times of 
need in Nigeria. And it turned out to 
be the most amazing trip. Through 
trust and obedience to Him, my eyes 
were opened to see just what God can 
do when I put myself aside and allow 
Him to work and He showed me how 
incredibly faithful He is. In many 
circumstances I look back and realize 
it wasn’t in my power, but it was only 
because of Christ in me. And what 
deep-rooted joy I experienced because 
of this. 

Alicia and Peter meeting 
for the first time in 
Nigeria

“The community of Ilaje is very dark 
and broken not simply physically but 
spiritually. It is a tough place to live, 
yet in the midst of the darkness and 
brokenness, there are three Care Points 
where a light is shining that you would 
not believe. Amidst the brokenness, 
God is using the Care Workers and the 
Service Centre to do amazing things. 

“While George was in Nigeria a 
week prior to me, he met a young boy 
named Peter* who was seriously ill 
with malaria and typhoid. From afar, 
George shared his story and asked 
us to pray with urgency for Peter’s 
life. Not even a week later, I had the 
opportunity to meet Peter and saw 
that he was walking and doing much 
better. You could see God’s faithfulness 
in his life. Our prayers are not in vain 
– God is committed to caring for His 
children. 

“While I was in Ilaje, I visited John*, 
a young boy living with his father and 
older brother, and comes to Amokoko 
Care Point. Tragically, his mother 
passed away less than a year ago. As his 
brother shared the story, John started 
crying – the pain and brokenness 
visible. Even though it was a desperate 
situation, I felt hope, because I know 
that God can mend his heart. My 
prayer is that in God’s faithfulness, He 
will bring healing to John’s heart and 
spirit and make him whole.” 

GOD’S FAITHFULNESS  
Alicia Ralph, International 
Volunteer (Canada)

Throughout 2018 God has been 
doing amazing things in our 
communities and in the lives of the 
most vulnerable children and their 
Care Workers. God has enabled us to 
increase the number of children that 
we are serving by 1030: seven new 
Community Based Organisations 
have been established which support 
350 children and, additionally, 
we have increased the number of 
children in our other communities 
by 680.  What an answer to prayer – 
God has been and is so faithful. 

If Hands at Work simply fed children 
it might be easier to add thousands 
more, but holistic care requires so 
much more than that. Each of the 
children that we serve is known and 
loved by their Care Worker. The Care 
Point is a place where the most 
vulnerable children can experience 
the freedom to play, interact with 
other children in a safe environment 
and know that they belong.  

Praise God for the generosity of our 
partners, which enables us to extend 
the reach of our care. Pray for each 
child coming to the Care Point to 
feel and understand that they are 
loved and accepted. As we head into 
2019, pray that we will continue 
to grow in our capacity to care for 
the most vulnerable children, as 
we support the Care Workers in 
bringing hope, life and love to the 
children who they serve. 

GOD AT WORK 



After the orientation for the 2018 
Volunteer Intake finished, Jon 
Mycio joined the team at Kachele 
Farm in Zambia, where he took on 
responsibilities for Project Support 
for the Kabwe Service Centre and 
helping with financial procedures. 

“I feel grateful to everyone who has 
spoken and invested into me this 
year. To do life alongside everyone 
has been incredibly special. A few 
weeks ago, I was travelling to Susu, 
one of the communities that the 
Kabwe Service Centre supports and 
moments after we passed, a huge tree 
collapsed. Normally in a situation like 
this, you would feel shaken, but I felt 
incredible peace. If I had died right 
there, I wouldn’t have been phased. 
Heaven is my home and this has been 
sinking in more and more during this 
year. God is our Father, Jesus is our 
brother, and Heaven is our home. 

“One of my highlights from 2018 
has been spending time with Peter 
and Cecelia Mulenga, members of 
the Kabwe Service Centre in Zambia. 
They helped start the work in 
Chisamba and Miswa Communities 
and through their actions, I could 

see that if Hands at Work wasn’t 
there tomorrow, Peter and Cecelia 
wouldn’t give up serving those 
communities. I feel encouraged to 
see their commitment to ministering 
to the communities and the way that 
Christ is their foundation. 

“Over this year, I have experienced 
much growth in my relationship 
with my heavenly Father, which is 
the most important thing in my life. 
Hands at Work has been a vessel in 
which I have been able to serve and 
praise God. It is not Africa that has 
drawn me, but a calling to serve 
God. Everything is about my love 
relationship with my Father and 
how I can share that with the world 
around me. Before coming to live in 
Africa, my life was structured around 
many other things, but this year God 
has torn those things down and I’m 
excited to share that with people 
when I visit Canada for Christmas 
who are trapped in things similar to 
what I was trapped in.” 

In the middle of November there 
was an International Office 
gathering in Saskatoon, Canada, 
with attendees from Australia, 
Germany, the UK and the US. Praise 
God for the time that they had 
together and for His faithfulness 
in teaching and leading them in the 
way forward. 

Throughout 2018 God has been 
doing incredible work in the lives 
of each International and African 
volunteer. Praise God for the 
transforming work that He has 
started and will continue to do in 
their lives. 

As several of our volunteers travel 
from Africa to their home countries 
for Christmas, pray that their time 
will be restful as they enjoy quality 
time with their families.

Please pray for our children over 
the Christmas holidays as this 
season adds an additional level of 
vulnerability for our children in the 
community. Pray for God to protect 
and provide for them.

We invite you to pray in earnest 
expectation for all that God 
will do in the lives of the most 
vulnerable children, Care Workers, 
Primary Caregivers and the wider 
communities in 2019. Pray for 
each person to come to know the 
transforming love and hope of Jesus 
Christ. 

Greetings for Christmas – 
may our brothers and sisters 
in Christ experience the 
joy and peace we have in 
celebrating the birth of our 
Saviour. 

PRAISE AND 
PRAYER REQUESTS

2018 REFLECTIONS 
Jon Mycio, International Volunteer (CA), Zambian Regional Support Team 


