
HANDS ON DECK 

Recently, Busie travelled to Nigeria 
for two weeks to spend time 
investing into the Lagos Service 
Centre and to support them as they 
prepared to start Amakoko, the new 
Community Based Organisation 
located within the wider community 
known as Ilaje.   

“I remember George once saying to 
pray for God to show us the most 
vulnerable children as we go into 
the community. When I was visiting 
Eagles Wings, I met a young boy 
named Prince* who, after his 
parents passed away in an accident, 
lives with his uncle and his wife.  It 
is challenging because his uncle’s 
wife is often unkind to Prince. 
When I first met him, he wasn’t at 
school. When I asked why, he said 
that he wasn’t allowed because he 
had to go to  work in the market. 

He looked so sad. That evening, 
Mrs Joseph, the head teacher of the 
Eagles Wings Community School, 
went to his house to follow up and 
talk with the uncle but he wasn’t 
home. When he still wasn’t there the 
next morning, Mrs Joseph brought 
Prince to school. Later in the day, 
Mrs. Joseph brought Prince home, 
where she had a chance to talk with 
his uncle, sharing the importance 
and value of school. Thankfully, his 
uncle agreed to let Prince continue 
attending school. When I saw him 
after school, you could see by the 
smile on his face that school is 
exciting and is the best place for 
him. 

A few years ago, when Jackie 
Okinda, African Volunteer (Kenya), 
and I were in Nigeria, we met a 
young girl named Precious* and 

her younger sister. After hearing 
her story, Jackie felt defeated 
because Precious was working as 
a slave in someone’s house and it 
felt far beyond the reach of what 
we could do. All we could do was 
pray. Coming to Nigeria this time, 
I was able to see Precious. The 
encouraging part about her story is 
that, although she is still working, 
she has come to the Care Point. The 
Care Workers know, love and care 
deeply for her. You can see that this 
place gives her hope. 

The primary goal of my time in 
Nigeria was helping the Lagos team 
get ready to start Amakoko Care 
Point. Many of the children have 
graduated from the Eagles Wings 
Community School and are now 
attending secondary school, and 
others have never attended school. 
Looking at the children, it’s easy to 
distinguish who attends school and 
who doesn’t. Our fear was that the 
children who don’t attend school 
would feel out of place but that isn’t 
the case. Instead, those children 
are arriving at the Care Point early 
and helping to take responsibility. 
Education, whether we like it or 
not, isn’t for every child, but we 
long for them to be healed, whole, 
feel loved, have a sense of belonging 
and grow in their character and 
understanding of Jesus. Amakoko 
is an answer to prayer!”

“We long for each child to be healed, whole, 
feel loved and have a sense of  belonging”  
 – Busie Siyata-Jones
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From the 7th – 13th of October, a group of Hands at Work volunteers from across Africa gathered in Zambia 
to plan, prepare and dream for 2019. It was an amazing week together in Zambia and the presence of the Lord 
was tangible. Throughout the week, people were challenged and inspired as to how we can more effectively care 
for the most vulnerable children in 2019. One of the primary themes that came out of the week was the idea of 
suffering and the hope that we have in Christ. It was a reminder of the need to continually bring Jesus to our 
children, Care Workers, Primary Caregivers and the wider community, sharing with them the hope that we have 
in Christ. 

OCTOBER GATHERING 2018



In September, Jen and Charissa 
travelled to Zambia where they 
spent a week hosting a Nurses for 
Africa team from the US.  The team 
provided a much-needed clinic in 
the community of Zimba, where 
there is little medical care available 
or accessible. 

Charissa says, “Throughout our 
time we saw over 900 patients, 
treating illnesses ranging from 
malaria to typhoid. It was 
encouraging to see the way that the 
local nurses worked and connected 
with the nurses on the team.

One story that stood out to me 
was that of Beth*, a tiny four-year-
old who had been abandoned by 
her parents. Thankfully, the Care 
Workers are committed to caring 
for her. The trust that she has in 
the Care Workers, and the love that 
they have for her, was evident. She 
looked like a happy little girl which 
I think is a testament to the love of 
the Care Workers. It was a really 
genuine relationship and wasn’t 
simply something that they were 
putting on for the day.” 

Jen shares, “The night prior to being 
in community, Charissa and I were 
told by the Kitwe Service Centre 
that one of the little girls in Zimba 

had passed away. When we were in 
Zimba the following day, Blessings 
Sambo, coordinator of the Kitwe 
Service Centre, asked if I would go 
with him and another Care Worker 
to visit the family of the young 
girl who had died. We spent time 
worshipping and praying with her 
family. Afterwards, as we emerged 
from the house, it was amazing 
to see the 36 other Care Workers 
standing outside. It was evident 
that they had come to support 
them. They didn’t have to say much 
and didn’t have to do anything – 
their solidarity was enough. It was 
obvious how loved and known she 
was by the Care Workers. 

After we had finished our day in 
Zimba and headed back to the lodge 
where we were staying, Blessings 
and the rest of the Service Centre 
headed into town to get the things 
that were needed for the funeral the 
next morning. There was nothing 
that they would have not done for 
this precious girl, because they were 
committed to supporting this family 
to the best of their ability.” 

Pray for each Hands at Work 
volunteer across the world to 
continually remain rooted in the 
hope and love that we have in 
Christ. 

Pray for the plans and 
preparations that are being put 
into place for 2019. There may be 
difficult conversations that need 
to happen – ask God to be in the 
midst of those conversations. 

Pray for the teams and visitors 
who will be coming to serve with 
Hands at Work in Africa in 2019 
– that God will prepare the hearts 
and minds of each person coming.

At the end of October, Gideon and 
Rita Mbuzi, African Volunteers 
(Zambia), travelled to Malawi 
where they are spending six weeks 
supporting the Dedza Service 
Centre (SC). As they support the 
Dedza SC with planning for 2019, 
ask God to give them wisdom 
and discernment. Pray for deep 
relationships of trust and love to 
continually grow and develop. 

Across the world, people who 
have come on teams or served 
as long-term volunteers in Africa 
are committed to serving the 
most vulnerable people in their 
home country. Ask God to give 
them wisdom and courage to 
step outside their comfort zone 
to serve. Pray for each person 
they reach to come to understand 
the unconditional love that their 
Heavenly Father has for them. 

NURSES FOR AFRICA TEAM IN ZAMBIA
Jen Waspe, International Volunteer (UK), Partnerships Team 
Charissa Cloete, African Volunteer (South Africa), Finance Team  
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*name has been changed


