
HANDS ON DECK 

Peter Matibula,African Volunteer 
(Zambia) Kabwe Service Centre 

Peter shares a story from Nissi 
Community that challenged and 
encouraged him as he strives to care 
for the most vulnerable children and 
speak as a voice for the voiceless: 

Peter shares, “At the beginning 
of May, I travelled to the Nissi 
Community Based Organisation 
(CBO) to join the Care Workers’ 
Relationship Group and to do 
Holy Home Visits. While we were 
out doing Holy Home Visits, we 
heard that one of our children, EK 
Chisenga had been at the police 
station since Saturday - and it was 
now Tuesday. We tried to assess and 
gather more information from the 
Care Workers but they didn’t know 
much about the situation. 

Mbuzi (African Volunteer, Zambia) 
suggested that we go visit EK and 
do a Holy Home Visit in the prison. 
Thankfully, I had a friend that was 
in charge of the prison and after 
we talked to him and explained the 
situation, EK was released. He came 
out of the cell shivering. He had been 
in that cell, alone, for four days. 
Even the Care Workers became 
emotional seeing the condition that 
this boy was in. 

As we talked with the young boy 
and found out more of his story, we 
realised that he had been put into jail 
for stealing three cobs of maize. He 
shared that as he was walking back 
to his house with a friend, he passed 
by the field of a neighbour who was 
harvesting her field. When he asked 
for a cob, she gave him three. He 
said that the lady’s husband had 
then come, accused him of stealing 
the cobs, abused him and taken him 
to the police. 

After he was released, we took him 
back to the Care Point, gave him 
water to bath in and food to eat. We 
weren’t meant to go to Nissi that 
day but we are thankful that God 
directed us to go. I don’t know what 
would have happened to the boy if 
we had not gone. We need to pray 
for our children and pray that as 
a Service Centre and CBO, we will 
rise up to be a stronger voice for our 
children.”
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“Pray that we will rise up to be a stronger 
voice for our children.”  – Peter Matibula 

A VOICE FOR THE 
VOICELESS



LIFE-SAVING 
TREATMENT
Cecelia Matibula, African 
Volunteer (Zambia), Kabwe 
Service Centre 

Cecilia shares about the challenges 
that they have faced with malaria 
this year: 

“This year, in Miswa Community, 
there has been an issue with 
malaria as many of the children 
that we care for are sleeping 
without mosquito nets. Every week 
there were one or two children that 
were being referred to the hospital. 
There is no clinic in Miswa and so 
when they go to the hospital they 
have to travel far. When I met with 
Levy and Prag Mwenda (African 
Volunteers, Zambia) and Mel 
Warren (International Volunteer, 
Australia) they challenged me to 
say, ‘If it was your child, are you 
going to wait to take them to the 
clinic? Why can’t you get a bus for 
all the children and bring them to 
the hospital?’ 

On Monday, I called the CBO 
coordinator to organise the 
children that needed to go to 
the clinic. When we arrived with 
the bus on Tuesday, there were 
19 children waiting for us. The 
clinic was full when we arrived at 
7:30am and the nurse advised me 
to go the district health centre. 
The director at district health was 
surprised that such a small group 
were caring for the children and 
that the government wasn’t doing 
anything. The director said that if 
there are three or more children 
that are sick, then they will send 
someone to us. She promptly 
called the lady in charge at the 
clinic and our kids were treated 
as a priority that day. By 1pm all 
of our kids were treated and had 
travelled back home.” 

Judy, a friend of Hands, arrived in South Africa at the end of April. She 
served with the Oshoek Service Centre for a couple of weeks; travelling 
with a group of volunteers to Swaziland to visit Msengeni Community.

“While I was in Swaziland, I visited a 12-year-old boy named 
Sibohahagaya who lived with his grandmother, auntie and her child. It was 
during this home visit that I began to comprehend the challenges that are 
involved with serving the poor and the vulnerable. As I sat with this family, 
I was confronted with three physical needs: the house needed a new grass 
roof, a lock was needed for the door and Sibo needed a blanket. I was 
struck by the enormity of the poverty and I struggled to come to terms 
with it. How do you prioritise the needs in the community? As we were 
leaving the home, it was too late for Sibo to fetch water but since we were 
staying nearby, Farzam Mohajer (International Volunteer, Canada) offered 
to come in the morning and help him. It was in that moment – in the midst 
of feeling overwhelmed – that I saw in Sibo’s eyes a glimmer of hope. I 
saw Jesus showing his hope, love and support through the simple offer of 
going to get water. When Sibo arrived in the morning with his buckets, the 
smile that he had was contagious.” 

GLIMMER OF HOPE 
Judy Riddell, A Friend of Hands (Sunbury Baptist Church, Australia) 



Church Mobilisation in Swaziland 
Farzam Mohajer, International Volunteer (Canada), 
Regional Support Team (RST) 

At the end of April, a group of volunteers from the 
HUB travelled to Swaziland for a three-day Church 
Mobilisation workshop. While they were there, 
the team stayed at the Life Centre in Bhandeni 
Community on the border of Mozambique. The 
purpose of the workshop was to call church leaders 
to the biblical mandate to care for the orphaned and 
vulnerable. 

Farzam shares, “On one of the days, as we went on Holy Home Visits with the pastors, they were struck by the 
length of time that we spent at a home. There was no rushing the time. We waited for Christ to show up. There was 
a revival meeting that we had with the community including about 100 children and grandmothers. I have never 
experienced this type of meeting where there was such a hunger for God in the children.”

The desired outcome of this workshop is for the Church (the Body of Christ) to see vulnerable children as our 
responsibility (Matthew 25:35), and to respond together to their needs. Hands at Work will continue to engage 
the Church leaders who were impacted with this message, in serving the most vulnerable.  

PRAYER POINTS 

At the end of May, Prag Mwenda, Sylvia Mwelwa, Cecilia Matibula 
and Ruth Chembe travelled to the DRC to support the Likasi Service 
Centre (SC) as they led a Maranatha Workshop in the community 
of Toyota. Pray that the Care Workers would take what they learned 
during the Maranatha Workshop and be a blessing to the most 
vulnerable. 

Praise God that the SCs have continued to rise up and speak as a 
voice for the voiceless.

Pray for the International Offices to continue draw close and stand 
together. 

After months 
of waiting, 
Michelle Tom 
(International 
Volunteer, US) 
received her 
work visa for Zambia. Praise God. 

As Mark Damour (International Volunteer, Canada) 
and Michelle Tom (International Volunteer, US) prepare 
for their wedding, pray God would give them peace and 
patience as they plan a wedding from afar
and prepare to start this next chapter of their lives 
together. 

Praise God for the safe arrivals of Finnley Malster and 
Ruby Ralph - the new young faces of the Hands family. Pray that God will give guidance, grace and patience 
to Morgan and Tommy Malster and Tyler and Alicia Ralph as they raise their young children in the way of the 
Lord. 


