
HANDS ON DECK 

SWAZILAND 
COMMUNITY STAY 
Carly and Kyle Laggo, International
Volunteers (Canada)

In February, a new group of 
volunteers joined Hands at Work in 
South Africa. As part of orientation, 
they went on their first community 
stay to Bhandeni Community in 
Swaziland. This is always a special 
part of the orientation program – 
being able to stay with a family and 
be a part of their lives for a weekend. 
Husband and wife, Kyle and Carly, 
share about their recent weekend 
spent in community. 

Kyle shares, “Throughout orientation, 
God has been working in my heart and 
teaching me to be more intentional 
and present. During the weekend that 
we had with our family, there were 
lots of silent moments but it was 
great to see how God was working 
through those moments.” 

Kyle and Carly spent the weekend 
helping with cooking, cleaning, 
fetching water, doing laundry and 
building relationships. Carly says, 
“When we went to fill up the water 
from the bore-hole, I didn’t know 
how I was going to manage to carry 
my bucket. It would be much easier 
if we had young men to help us but 
rarely did we see the men helping 
with any of the  household chores 
during the weekend. Kyle shares, 
“We felt angry at the absence of 
a strong male presence and felt 
upset that the women were carrying 
the burden of the household. I 
came away from that moment 
feeling challenged to be a better 
representation of a follower of 
Christ.” 

On the last evening that Kyle and 
Carly spent with their family, they 
washed the feet of the women that 
had blessed them all weekend and 
thanked them for their humbling 
generosity. Carly shares, “I wasn’t 
sure if the mother of the house liked 

me because she kept herself busy most 
of the time. Yet as I sat washing her 
feet, she was laughing and giggling 
the entire time.” The ladies that they 
stayed with loved to sing praise and 
worship songs and so that evening 
Kyle and Carly joined the family 
in dancing and singing under the 
beautiful moonlight. Kyle says, “As I 
prepared to head into the community 
stay, I was nervous and anxious about 
how we would communicate with the 
family, but God really brought us into 
this family and their lives. The lack of 
communication didn’t matter.” 

“I was nervous and anxious about how we 
would communicate.....”   – Kyle Laggo 
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INSPIRED BUT BROKEN
Celine Letkeman, International 
Volunteer (Canada), 
Communications Team 

In February, Celine and three other 
volunteers left from South Africa 
and headed to Zimbabwe to spend 
time with the Mutare Service Centre 
(SC), building into relationships and 
connecting with the Care Workers 
and children in the communities. 

Celine shares, “There are two words 
that I would use to describe how I 
felt when I left Zimbabwe: ‘broken’ 
but ‘inspired’. In the community of 
Sakubva, I met a young 14-year-old 
girl named Beauty who stays with 
her mother and two other siblings in 
a small, one-roomed house. In July 
of 2016, Beauty was abused and 
became pregnant with her first child. 
When I looked into Beauty’s eyes, I 
saw a deep sadness and brokenness. 
Beauty is not allowed to go to school 
and her friends have abandoned her. 
She also doesn’t attend the Life 
Centre because she is embarrassed by 
her situation. This family was already 
struggling to make ends meet each 
day and then became desperate when 
they then had to provide for a baby. 
As I came away from that home visit, 

I felt broken, sad and angry. I asked 
myself: where is God in this? What 
is His plan? This isn’t Beauty’s fault 
and she didn’t ask for this.” 

Thankfully Beauty (and many other 
children) are being visited in their 
homes on a regular basis by their Care 
Workers. It is through their love and 
support that children have a reason 
to smile. Celine shares, “As I wrestled 
with comprehending the poverty and 
brokenness that I saw in Zimbabwe, 
God showed the hope and the light 
that the Care Workers are bringing to 
these desperate communities. These 
men and women are the most selfless 
people that I have ever met. In 
Sakubva, I met the Community Based 
Organisation coordinator, Priscilla. 
When we introduced ourselves, she 
told me that biologically she has four 
children, but that she is actually a 
mother of 200! Priscilla is a mother 
figure to each child and loves them 
as if they are her own. It was in that 
moment that I felt God challenge me 
to ask myself the question, ‘Am I as 
willing as Priscilla to serve a brother 
or a sister that is in need?’ 

HEALING IN 
MOZAMBIQUE
Jackie Okindah (African Volunteer, 
Kenya) - South Africa RST 

Recently, Jackie spent time in 
Mozambique visiting Macaderia 
and Matsinho Communities and 
connecting with the team in Chimio 
local office. 

Jackie shares, “I was challenged 
by how hard Florence, Audrey and 
Sandra (members of the local 
office) work and how far they travel 
daily. When I asked them how they 
managed, one of them answered, 
‘We are not three, there is a fourth 
man with us.’ I was amazed by 
their response.” Jackie was in both 
Matsinho and Macaderia with the 
Care Workers, and went on Holy 
Home Visits with them. The poverty 
level in Mozambique is different and 
incredibly challenging; making it 
harder to assess the level of poverty 
because many of the children are 
amongst the most vulnerable. 

Jackie says, “One mornings, we 
gathered with a few Care Workers 
from the two communities at the 
local office, sharing our stories and 
building relationships. One story that 
stuck out to me was Salvador’s, a Care 
Worker from Matsinho Community. 
He shared that when he was 13 years 
old, his father passed away. Salvador, 
his mother and his brother were left 
with the task of burying his father 
which required them to walk many 
hours away. Only two months later, 
his mother passed away and Salvador 
and his brother were left alone. As 
he shared his story, he began to cry. 
When I looked into his eyes, I didn’t 
see a grown man and father of seven 
children, but a 13 year old boy who 
had experienced immense trauma. 
Salvador shared that the pain he saw 
in his own community was because 
of the pain he had experienced as a 
young boy.  It was a heavy morning as 
stories were shared, but it was also 
a morning where we felt the Holy 
Spirit visit and bring healing.” 



TIME IN CANADA AND THE US 
Jen Waspe, International Volunteer (UK), Partnerships Team 

In February, Jen traveled to Canada to spend a few days with Hands people in 
Calgary and Saskatoon and then headed on to St. Louis in the US to connect 
with the Nurses for Africa team leaders with Lynn, Suzette and Brooke.

Jen shares, “I stayed with Kristal, Will and baby Francis while I was in Calgary 
and then with Jayme, Lynn and the boys during my time in Saskatoon. This 
was such a special time getting to see many people who have volunteered 
and visited Hands and also to meet new people who are all part of the work 
that is going on in Canada. The time that I had in Canada was short but I 
still managed to stock up on chocolate chips and maple syrup and to visit the 
mountains. There were many things about Canada which surprised me one of 
which was to see a lady who was walking a dog that had boots on its feet! I 
then traveled to St. Louis to spend a weekend with the Nurses for Africa team 
leaders. It was such a key time in building the relationship between Nurses for 
Africa and Hands at Work. We had some great discussions around some skits 
which we presented and also a lot of fun as we did a locked room game where 
we were all locked in a room and had an hour to work out how to escape.”

PRAYER POINTS 

Please continue to pray for Jackie, African Volunteer (Kenya) and Grace, 
International Volunteer (UK) who have applied for their work permits for 
Zimbabwe.

The Regional Support Team (RST) is seeking to gain a deeper understanding 
of the challenges that our children face at school regarding their Identification 
Documents. Pray that God will place the right people in the RST’s path and 
pray that there will be clear and concise information that gives direction in 
how to move forward in advocating for our children. 

Pray for Eric (SC coordinator) and his team as they care for the children and 
communities in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

SERVING IN SASKATOON
Ken Berg, Lakeview Church Team 
(Canada) 

At the beginning of March, Ken 
Berg came to spend two weeks 
on the ground in Zambia with his 
team from Lakeview Church. After 
his team went back to Canada, he 
headed to the Hub in South Africa to 
spend time going deeper with Hands. 
Ken shared about the ministry that 
Lynn and Jayme (past international 
volunteers, Canada) and several 
other members from his community 
in Saskatoon have started caring 
for the most vulnerable within their 
own community. Ken shares, “We 
are working with children that have 
been taken from their homes due to 
parents that are struggling and then 
placed in different homes. We started 
as a small group that would meet and 
pray in our house. We knew that we 
had to be patient because we wanted 
to make sure that we had to do this 
the proper way. Through the next 
several years, we see bigger dreams 
taking place, but we trust God for His 
timing.”   


