
HANDS ON DECK 

NIGERIA
Alicia Ralph, International Volunteer 
(Canada), South Africa Regional 
Support Team

Alicia and Busie’s intended two 
week trip to Nigeria turned into one 
because of late visa processing, but 
Alicia says that God knew exactly 
what He was doing and it was all 
in His hands. After spending an 
intense, busy week with the Lagos 
Service Centre and expanding into 
Ilaje B Community, they returned 
feeling tired but hopeful for what 
God is doing in the lives of the most 
vulnerable.

Alicia said one of their desires for 
the trip was to see the Service Centre 
team grow spiritually and to discuss 
how faith and commitment plays into 
their roles and responsibilities. A 
huge answer to prayer this year was 
the expansion of the Service Centre 
team. In just a few short months 
they have grown from only two 
members to four. “We asked some 
tough questions, but it was good to 
be honest and open and to see where 

each individual was at”, she says. 

“Toyin has stepped up to many 
responsibilities and is learning 
what it means to be a servant 
leader to her team of 4. Taiwo 
has also grown so much and is 
showing much potential. He is 
willing and open to correction 
and we are very excited to see 
how God is going to use him!” 
Alicia explains. 

The second focus of their trip was 
the continuing expansion into the 
community of Ilaje B. It’s a small 
area but it is crowded with thousands 
of people, and Alicia says that it’s 
a perfect place to start growing a 
new CBO. She says “It has been a 
slow process of seeking out willing 
Care Workers in the community, but 
recently we have identified 4 who are 
willing and open to learning about 
Hands and what it means to care 
for vulnerable children. On this trip 
Busie did an amazing job explaining 
to them about the heart of Hands at 
Work and what the vision of the CBO 
is.” 

Alicia explains that sadly, abuse 
in this culture is normal and they 

witnessed first-hand the brokenness 
that it has brought to so many 
families. “We spent 3 full days 
explaining to the Care Workers about 
what vulnerability means. We are 
hoping and praying that the cultural 
norms such as abuse will be brought 
into the light and that they will grasp 
what it means to care holistically for 
these children’s needs.”

As the Service Centre team continues 
to walk in Ilaje B with the new Care 
Workers, please pray they will be 
able to identify the right children and 
understand the vision and heart of 
Hands. 
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TIME IN MALAWI
Tommy Malster, International 
Volunteer (UK), Project Accounting 

Tommy recently spent a week in 
Malawi where he focused a lot of his 
time supporting the Service Centre 
team. He also shares about a day out 
in Chinku Community.

“It was a special time for me being 
able to give my sole focus to the 
Malawi team – there are 8 of them 
and they need the support. I could tell 
they really appreciated it.” Tommy 
says that the hope and prayer for 
2017 will be to build into them more 
and help them to grow as a team.

Tommy shares about when he, Ivy, 
and Catherine, a Care Worker, were 
driving in Chinku on their way to 
do Holy Home Visits. “We suddenly 
heard a ‘pop’ sound and realised that 
the clutch was gone. We were in the 
middle of the mountains in Malawi 
with no one around, but for some 
reason I just had peace about it,” 
he says. “As we were sitting there 
in the car we started talking, and 
ending up having a bit of our own 
Holy Home Visit right there. It was 
so cool because we communicate over 
email but God knew we needed time 
together to get to know each other 
better.”

“Food insecurity is the reality for 
many in Chinku”, Tommy shares. He 
visited the house of Gogo Florence 
and her two granddaughters. They had 

been given some old maize cobs from 
another family who had discarded 
them because of the quality. Gogo 
Florence and her girls had to pick 
through the maize to get rid of the 
rotten kernels, so they could use 
what was left. “It is nearing planting 
season, so Gogo sends the girls to the 
field nearby to plough it in hope that 
rains will come in a few weeks’ time. 
It hit me hard that if the rains don’t 
come and the drought continues, this 
plough will all be in vain. We must 
keep praying for rain and trust that 
God will be faithful.” 

In November a team of 10 travelled to 
Swaziland for a Maranatha Workshop 
in Shoka Community, a new care point 
that has recently started feeding 50 of 
the most vulnerable children. 

Before the team left they were each 
given the name of a Care Worker to pray 
for. This helped to build relationships 
between the Care Workers and the 
team from the very beginning. For both 
Becci and Patricia, this was their first 
time in Swaziland. “On the day we 
arrived, we were greeted so warmly by 
the Care Workers, local pastors and the 
induma. There was such a hunger there 
for Maranatha – people wanted to hear 
about Jesus”, Becci shares. Over the 
course of the week the team spoke about 
Jesus, the Holy Spirit and what it looks 
like to truly care for our children. Ma 
Nesta from the Oshoek Service Centre 
shared her life story with the Care 
Workers who then opened up to share 
their own. “This was really special”, 
says Patricia. “Through sharing our 
stories we allow God to come in and 
start to heal us.” Six Care Workers 
and the induma committed their lives 
to Christ. Care Workers told how they 
had previously been feeling such despair 
and hopelessness but now they could see 
hope for their futures. The team were 
also really excited that it rained during 
their time in Shoka – a community hit 
hard by the drought. 

SHOKA MARANATHA 
WORKSHOP

Becci Feltham, International 
Volunteer (UK) Partnerships 

Team & Patricia Mokoena African 
Volunteer (South Africa), South 

Africa Regional Support Team 



“I was really encouraged by the way they took time to sing, 
dance, worship and pray together on a Saturday. Annie, one 
of the Care Workers, shared that ‘this isn’t just a job; it’s a 
calling to serve the Lord.’ I was really blessed by our time 
together.”

Melissa travelled to Mwaiseni 
Community, Zambia intending to 
just spend some time with Esnart’s 
family for the weekend, but God 
had much more in store than just 
that. She shares two highlights that 
greatly encouraged her.

On Saturday morning Care Workers 
joined them at Esnart’s house 
for worship and to pray for the 
community and the children in 
Mwaiseni. Melissa shares, “I was 
really encouraged by the way they 
took time to sing, dance, worship and 
pray together on a Saturday. Annie, 
one of the Care Workers, shared that 
‘this isn’t just a job; it’s a calling to 
serve the Lord.’ I was really blessed 
by our time together.”

On Sunday morning they went with 
Care Worker Mary to her church 
that meets in the community 
school. The Pastor shared about 
2 commandments; loving God and 
loving your neighbour. Melissa 
reflects, “This was a word that God 
had been speaking to me about 
leading into the weekend, and I was 
meditating on the question ‘who is 
my neighbour’?” After the Pastor 

brought the word, he asked Melissa 
if she had anything to say. Melissa 
challenged the congregation and 
asked them to consider the question, 
‘who is your neighbour?’ “I said to 
them, ‘Do you know your neighbour 
is a widow caring for 9 children and 
who has no food at all in her house 
and today this whole family will go to 
sleep hungry? This is your neighbour, 
and you are the salt and light of this 
community’. After the service the 
Pastor approached Esnart to ask 
how his church can contribute to the 
work of the CBO in their community. 
This is the start of the local church 
being mobilised in Mwaiseni!” 

Melissa says that she is excited 
and expectant about what God is 
doing in Mwaiseni and now it’s our 
responsibility to follow up. Pray for 
the Kitwe Service Centre team and 
Care Workers in Mwaseni as they 
continue to challenge and engage 
with the local church in Mwaiseni 
and pray for Pastor George and his 
church to be salt and light in this 
community. 

WEEKEND IN 
MWAISENI
Melissa Warren, International 
Volunteer (AUS), Zambia 
Regional Support Team Leader

ZIMBA 
COMMUNITY STAY
Rueben Chileshe, Africa Volunteer 
(Zambia), Team Kitwe & 
Levy Mwenda, African Volunteer 
(Zambia), Zambia Regional 
Support Team Leader 

Rueben and Levy recently did a 
community stay in Zimba, Zambia 
where they went on Holy Home Visits 
and stayed with Care Workers.  

“We visited 85-year-old Gabriel who 
has no family, no one to care for him, 
and was only getting food from his 
neighbour. While we were there, we 
discovered that he hadn’t bathed 
for the whole year since January. I 
couldn’t believe it”, Rueben shares. 
With the help of Care Workers, they 
bathed Gabriel and took him to the 
hospital. “He was so grateful, he 
thanked us over and over for washing 
him and taking him to the hospital.” 

Levy shares about the struggles in 
Zimba community. “There is hunger 
in this community, there is no food. 
Children wake up in the morning 
and go straight to school without 
breakfast. We saw the spiritual 
tension, bitterness among people 
and others slandering each other. 
But we had a meeting with the Care 
Workers and God started to bring 
the truth into the light.” Levy says 
he is encouraged that God is at work 
within the community and in the lives 
of the Care Workers. “It was a good 
experience for me to be there and 
witness the struggles, and we need to 
keep praying for Zimba.” 


