
HANDS ON DECK 

BORN IN THE USA
Brenda Rebro (International 
Volunteer, US) – Hospitality + 
Travel, South Africa

The Rebro family – Brenda, Craig, 
Alec, Sydney, and Andrew – felt 
welcomed back by their family, 
friends, and church as they landed 
back in their homeland in the US just 
before Christmas. During their entire 
time, they felt the spirit of unity as 
they had opportunities to catch up 
with people, share about their year, 
and spend the holiday season with 
their family.

Brenda shares, “We stayed at a home 
owned by a church in town, which 
they have set up for missionaries 
to use. We arrived to the house and 
found that our home church had 
prepared the house for us with a 
decorated Christmas tree and the 
bedrooms decorated for Christmas. 
They had bowls of our favourite 
candy, and a fully stocked fridge so 

we could really feel at home. It is a 
blessing to know people at home still 
love us and care for us. It was a huge 
encouragement!”

The Rebros were greeted by Jennifer 
and Brooke from the Hands US 
office, and with them they went 
to a few meetings at their church 
and another church interested in 
partnership. The first two weeks flew 
by – Brenda shares, “Keeping track 
of five schedules took a lot of work!” 
They were able to step away from 
the busyness and relax for a few days 
with some friends at an indoor water 
park.  

The family had many opportunities 
to advocate for the work happening 
on the ground in Africa. Alec, Sydney, 
and Andrew’s old school invited 
them to share, and Sydney shared 
about her year with her classmates. 
She even taught them a song she 
had learned in Siswati. The class 
had many questions and were very 

interested in what living in Africa is 
like.

After spending Christmas Day with 
Craig’s family, the Rebros had a 
birthday party planned for Sydney on 
the 28th. Having snow means a good 
birthday for Sydney, and this year, she 
got her wish and it snowed December 
28. She enjoyed her birthday and had 
a wonderful time with her friends.

The family then flew to Florida to 
spend time with their daughter, Aly, 
and Brenda’s parents. They also spent 
time with their nieces and nephew 
and had a lot of fun being together 
as family. Brenda also shares, “While 
we were in Florida, we spent some 
time with the Bridge Church. We 
shared at their church and were able 
to fellowship with them.” The Bridge 
Church sent a team to Zambia last 
May, so it was a blessing for them to 
have the Rebros visit.

The Rebros enjoyed their time back 
in the US, catching up with friends, 
family, and their church. Traveling 
through Paris on their way back to 
South Africa, they spent a busy day 
roaming around the streets in Paris 
before starting on the last leg of their 
journey. Brenda shares, “Thank you 
for your prayers while we were back 
home. We really appreciated our 
time there. Our time was about being 
thankful to God for His faithfulness.”

“Our time was about being thankful to God 
for His faithfulness.”     - Brenda Rebro

CONTRIBUTORS
in this issue of Hands on Deck

Brenda Rebro
Marc Damour
Simon Mgwenya
Tyler Ralph

+

TWENTY NINE



Expansion is a key word for Hands at Work for 2016. Across both the Zambia 
region and the South Africa region, plans for expanding into new communities, 
more Service Centres (SC), and developing Care Points into Life Centres are 
being discussed, and 2016 will be a year of faith and complete trust in God’s 
grace and guidance.

Tyler shares some updates and plans 
for 2016 for the South Africa Regional 
Support Team (RST).

In Zimbabwe, a small SC in Honde Valley 
was opened, with John as the Coordinator 
heading it up. This year, we are hoping 
to add a new Bookkeeper and a Field 
Coordinator. With this addition, we are 
also hoping to expand into two new 
communities in the Honde Valley area. The 
Mutare SC also wants to enter into another 
community. The Ralphs will be spending a 
significant amount of time in Zimbabwe 
this year, beginning to form a new RST and 
community. Pray the logistics of visas will 
be in their favour.

In Mozambique, Florence is carrying the 
SC on her own with support from Farai and 
the Mutare SC. Florence has begun working 
with Audrey, originally from Zimbabwe, now 
living in Mozambique, who has been a great 
support for Florence. Florence spends four 
days a week in Mozambique and plans to 
expand into three more communities this 
year are being formed. Please pray the 
registration process in Mozambique will 
happen in a timely manner in March, which 
will enable us to expand our work there.

Oshoek SC was a huge point of growth 
last year, and will continue to be this year. 
Devon and Vusi will continue spending four 
days a week supporting Anita and Nesta. 
The team also wants to grow – adding two 
more Field Coordinators and a Bookkeeper, 
hopefully two of whom are from Swaziland. 
As Oshoek and the surrounding Swaziland 
communities are very vulnerable, the 
SC and RST want to reach into two new 

John gives his time and 
energy to the children 
and Care Workers in each 
community. 

communities.

Audrey grew her team in Hazyview 
massively in 2015. This year, plans are to 
expand into two new communities in the 
Bushbuckridge area.

Lagos, Nigeria, will have four visits this year 
from the RST to support the SC. The RST 
and SC are hoping to add a Bookkeeper and 
a Field Coordinator to the team, doubling 
the size of the current team of Toyin and 
Taiwo.

Along with new communities and new 
SCs, we will be building into our existing 
communities deeper than ever. Leading out of 
Youth Camps in 2015, Relationship Groups 
will be growing in 2016. More Maranatha 
Workshops for children, caregivers, and 
Care Workers will be happening, and more 
Relationship Groups coming out of them. 
Already, in Welverdiend Community, South 
Africa, youth come together every week to 
share the word of God. They also have been 
actively helping out the younger children 
and taking ownership of their community.

Tyler shares, “Gone are the days where 
we go to the community for one thing. 
Every time we are in the community we 
do Holy Home Visits. We are committed 
to that.” Holy Home Visits lead to deeper 
relationships and healthy communities, and 
we need to trust God fully for the work He 
will do through us in our communities He 
has entrusted us with. Pray with us for 2016 
– that it will be a year where we surrender 
our work to God, trust in His guidance and 
provision, and live out our calling to reach 
the most vulnerable.

REGIONAL SUPPORT 
TEAM UPDATE
Tyler Ralph, RST Zimbabwe
 + Teams (International 
Volunteer, Canada)

CONSTRUCTION IN 
SOUTH AFRICA
Simon Mgwenya – South Africa 
RST Projects Manager

Over the past year, much 
construction has been going on in 
our communities in South Africa. 
In Oshoek Community alone, 
five construction projects were 
completed – two fences around 
the Care Points, a new Care Point 
building, and toilet, and a verandah 
for the children to eat under. In 
Sthobela Community, a structure 
and a fence were completed at the 
Care Point to provide a safe place 
for our children to come to every 
day. In Beeskop Community, the 
construction team built an awning, 
and in Welverdiend Community, they 
built two verandahs. 

The latest project Simon and a 
group of local builders completed 
was an awning in Welverdiend 
Community at Pfunani CBO. With 
the new awning, there is enough 
space for the children to be able to 
eat their daily meal in the shade. It 
allows for children, Care Workers, 
and caregivers to gather in a more 
comfortable space. Simon shares, 
“Everything with the construction 
went well. We stayed within the 
budget and had no issues with 
material. We praise God for allowing 
us to finish the construction before 
the rains came.”

As Care Points are being grown 
into Life Centres, Simon, along with 
local builders within the community 
and surrounding areas help out with 
constructing the various things a 
Life Centre needs, such as toilets, 
adequate shelter, and maintaining 
the properties of the Care Points to 
ensure each child has a safe place to 
come to every day.
 



CONGRATULATIONS! 
Tana + Kennedy
Jo-Anne + Martin 

It is with great joy that the Hands 
family celebrated two weddings at 
the end of 2015.

If I give everything I own to the poor 
and even go to the stake to be burned 
as a martyr, but I don’t love, I’ve gotten 
nowhere. So, no matter what I say, what 
I believe, and what I do, I’m bankrupt 
without love.

Love never gives up.
Love cares more for others than for self.
Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have.
Love doesn’t strut,
Doesn’t have a swelled head,
Doesn’t force itself on others,
Isn’t always “me first,”
Doesn’t fly off the handle,
Doesn’t keep score of the sins of others,
Doesn’t revel when others grovel,
Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth,
Puts up with anything,
Trusts God always,
Always looks for the best,
Never looks back,
But keeps going to the end.

Love never dies. Inspired speech will be 
over some day; praying in tongues will end; 
understanding will reach its limit. We know 
only a portion of the truth, and what we say 
about God is always incomplete. But when 
the Complete arrives, our incompletes will be 
canceled. – 1 Corinthians 13:4-10 (MSG)



“May the God who 
gives endurance and 
encouragement give you 
a spirit of  unity among 
yourselves as you follow 
Christ Jesus”

- Romans 15:5 

Reflecting on the Watchword for this 
year, Marc shares, “We heard this 
morning a number of examples of 
our diversity and our dependence on 
one another. This highlights, again, 
the importance of reflecting on our 
Watchword and its description of 
the spirit of unity as a gift from 
God that comes as we follow Christ 
together. We heard about how we 
are strengthened by being unified 
in our diversity: one example being 
how we need those gifted with being 
able to dream big and we need 
those who can plan to the smallest 
detail. Unity, though a gift, is not 
easy. Being different, we can easily 
misunderstand, frustrate, and offend 
each other. We need to constantly 
choose to receive this gift of unity, 
letting go of those things that prevent 
us from receiving it, and being 
stretched and pulled outside our 
comfort zones by this choice. It’s a 
unique and special gift that we live 
and work in this community where 
we can integrate this into all we 
do. Let’s not lose sight of what an 
exciting thing we get to be a part of. 
As we choose to receive the gift of 
unity in Christ, especially when it’s 
tough, we are healed, transformed, 
and grow in our maturity. To choose 
unity is to follow Christ. It may seem 
a bit off topic to talk about this as 
an ‘Operations Update’, but this is 
the root of our ‘Operations’: the root 
is Christ, where he leads and how we 
follow.

WATCHWORD 
REFLECTIONS
Marc Damour 
(International Volunteer, Canada)  
Africa Operations 

2016 VOLUNTEER INTAKE

This March, we are excited to welcome volunteers from around the world who 
have come to serve in Africa. We continue to thank God for blessing us with 
volunteers who want to come and serve God and the most vulnerable communities 
and families. Please pray for each of these volunteers that as they experience 
God’s heart for the poor and as they meet the most vulnerable children, they will 
continue to dig deeper into their relationship with their Father. 

Meet those joining us in Africa in March: 

DAVID AND JANE 
UK –  2 months

ANGELLE – ANGIE (18)
Edmonton, Canadian – 1yr

SAVANNAH (19)
Texas, United States – 1yr

REBECCA – BECKY (29)
 UK –  Woodlands Church – 1yr

KELLY  (32) 
Calgary, CANADA
Westside Kings Church – 1 Year


