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Broken for Jesus 
Short Term Service Team, Randy 
(Germany) & Peter (US) 

The Short Term Service Team is a 
group of individuals from across 
the world, brought together at 
the HUB in South Africa. Two 
individuals: Peter, from Germany 
and Randy, from the US, share 
about their experiences serving in 
the communities. 

Peter says it was an unforgettable 
time, getting to know so many 
different people from all over 
the world. He talks about the 
different communities the team 
visited, playing with the children, 
visiting their families, and hearing 
their stories. “People opened up 
and shared their stories with us, 
and the things I heard broke my 
heart. I was prepared that what 
I was going to experience over 

these 2 weeks would be difficult, 
but not this tough, not this hard. 
It changed the way I thought 
about everything back home and 
how we live.” Peter says that so 
many children don’t have water 
and the only food they are getting 
is at the Life Centres. “It was 
really hard for me, but I am going 
to bring these stories back home 
with me and share them, hopefully 
connecting others to what Hands 
at Work is doing.”

Randy says that there are so 
many things he could easily share 
about. “I could talk about so 

many different children. They 
all need a voice, they all 
deserve a voice.” Over the 
past  weeks Randy said he learned 
such a lot, but there are 2 things 
in particular he wants to take 
away from his time. “I want to 

be a better listener. There’s a lot 
of silence in the communities, 
just sitting there, just being still 
and being an encouragement 
with your presence.” Randy also 
shares about learning about 
child-like faith, and wanting to 
accept people in the same way 
the children in the communities 
accepted them. “Even though 
these children do not know us or 
our own stories of brokenness and 
sin, they still look up to us and 
seemingly accept us.” Randy says 
it reminded him to always remain 
loving and accepting of other 
people, no matter what you are 
going through yourself. “Someone 
told me at the beginning of my 
time here that, ‘these kids don’t 
necessarily need you, but you need 
these kids’ and she was right. I’m a 

wreck right now, I’m broken 
from what I have seen 
and heard, but that’s 
exactly where Jesus 
wants me to be.” 

“They all need a voice, they all deserve a 
voice.”  – Randy, Short Term Service Team 
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Visiting Home
Jen Waspe, International 
Volunteer (UK), 
Partnerships Team  & 

Devon Van Hoffen, International 
Volunteer (Canada), 
South Africa Regional
 Support Team

Often, Hands at Work volunteers 
travel back to their home 
countries to visit and spend time 
with family, and share about what 
they have been up to in Africa. 
Jen and Devon, two  International 
volunteers, share about their 
recent trips back home.  

Jen, Dan, and their 3 boys spent 
5 weeks in the UK where they 
helped to organised and attended 
Jen’s sister’s wedding. They spent 
valuable time with family as well 
as holding an update evening 
where they shared about the work 
they have been doing in Africa. One 
of Jen’s highlights was spending 
time with their Niece, Etta and 
Nephew, Boe. “It was such a 
special time for us”, Jen says. Jen 
also shared about how Boe, being 
a little shy, doesn’t warm up to 
people easily, but how he ended up 
saying “I love you Uncle Dan!” at 

the end of a day spent with them. 
Jen says, “It was amazing for 
us to see him open up like that; 
he doesn’t say things like that 
often.” Jen’s family also had the 
chance to hold an update evening 
where they could hear Dan and 
Jen share personal stories of joys 
and struggles and what they are 
hopeful for in support and prayer. 
They alsoshared an update on the 
current drought crisis in Africa. 
“It was really great being able to 
help connect others to the work 
we are doing in Africa” Jen said. 

Devon shared about the valuable 
time he was able to spend with 
his family in Canada; helping 
his dad and brother with a new 
business they have started, and 
working with his mum in running 
a kid’s camp at their church. 
Devon says “It was interesting 
seeing the children at the kid’s 
camp compared to the children 
in South Africa. I actually found 
it a bit of a culture shock for 
me”. Devon attended his cousin’s 
wedding whilst at home, which 
was very special for him. “We 
grew up together, and she’s the 
closest thing I have to a sister. 
It was really great to be there 
that day” Devon said . He also 

had the privilege of being able 
to share a message at his home 
church, which he explained was 
a rare opportunity. Devon shared 
from ‘The Jesus We Know’ bible 
study that the small groups at the 
HUB in South Africa have been 
studying, and also shared about 
the drought relief activities taking 
place in Africa, since his church 
has been supporting the drought 
financially. Devon shared, “People 
came up to me afterwards and 
said they were very impacted by 
what I had I had said, which was 
really awesome to hear.” 



In July, a 3-day training for 
pastors was held in Kamakonde 
Community, Zambia. Hands at 
Work’s vision and core values 
were shared amongst a group of 
church leaders, helping to equip 
them to be able to support the 
spiritual growth of the Care 
Workers, Primary  and children 
in Kamakonde. Members from 
the Hands at Work RST worked 
closely with the church leaders, 
helping to guide them in sharing 
what the gospel speaks about 
hope and healing. Sylvia says, 
“Up to 33 people attended each 
day. Everyone who attended was 
excited about the way forward, 
following Hands at Work’s vision 
to serve and support Kamakonde 
community.” 

Esnart also shared a short update 
from a few additional communities 
in Zambia. She reminded everyone 
that the reason we are working 
in these communities is because 
they are struggling and they need 

support. ”We need to 
pray for them”, Esnart 
says. She continued to say “In 
Chibote, Mwaiseni and Mulenga 
Communities,Relationship Groups 
as well as Holy Home Visits are 

going very well. Care Workers are 
meeting regularly and encouraging 
each other.” She remarked that 
Mwaiseni, in particular, has one of 
the highest number of committed 
Care Workers, which she is 
praising God for. 

Join Us in Prayer

•Please pray for the Care Workers in the communities in Goma - 
Luhonga and Buhimba- to be unified and to continue encouraging 
each other.

• Pray for the International teams as they travel back home from 
Africa. Pray that their lives would be transformed and God would 
give them a willingness to share about their time in Africa.

•Continue to pray for the Service Centre team in Nigeria as they 
support communities which are long distances away. Please also 
pray for more people to come alongside them.  

•Planting season in Africa is between September and October. 
Please pray for rain in this upcoming season so that food can be 
harvested next year.  

Kamakonde and Team 
Kitwe Update

Sylvia Mwelwa, Regional 
Support Team (Zambia) 
and Esnart Banda, Team 
Kitwe, Zambia


