
HANDS ON DECK 

ZIMBABWE
Becci Feltham, International
Volunteer (UK)

In May, Becci spent a month walking 
alongside the Service Centre team 
in Zimbabwe; building relationships 
with them and spending time in the 
communities.

She shares about her time spent in 
Sakubva Community; playing games 
with the children, helping to serve food, 
joining in with the pre-school class, 
assisting with the mini clinic and going 
on Holy Home Visits. “It was really 
special meeting the Care Workers 
here, seeing what they do every day 
and understanding the flow of the Life 
Centre.” In Sakubva, there is little 
work available, families are unable to 
pay their rent and live in constant fear 
of being thrown out of their houses. 
Becci says that these families face 
many challenges, but by attending the 
Life Centre every day, the 150 children 
cared for in Sakubva are at least able 
to receive a nutritious meal and be 

cared for by the Care Workers. 

Becci was also able to spend a few 
days in Mozambique and she shares 
about a Holy Home Visit in Matsinho 
Community that really impacted her. 
Becci met 10 year old Shalom* who 
lives with her 3 year old sister and 2 
teenage brothers. Shalom’s father 
passed away a couple of years ago 
and her mother passed away last 
month whilst giving birth to twins who 
also didn’t survive. Shalom is further 
challenged as she has a hunchback 
which has stunted her growth and has 
really damaged her confidence. “At 
the Life Centre she sits on the edge 
watching the other children play until 
a Care Worker encourages her to join 
in.” Becci also describes the family’s 
struggles, “The only food this family 
had in their home was a handful of 
maize, a few cabbage leaves and some 
peanuts. If these children weren’t 
attending the Life Centre, they would 
have starved to death. We sat with this 
family and prayed with them.” To Becci, 
the practical needs of this family were 
evident, but the psychological trauma 

was also clear to see. “We met one 
of Shalom’s older brothers who just 
seemed beaten by life. However, it was 
really moving to see the Care Workers 
reaching out to him and encouraging 
him - offering him support that no one 
else is.”

Becci says her month in Zimbabwe 
was not without its challenges, but she 
is really thankful for the opportunity 
to spend time here and had a great 
time getting to know the team. “The 
dedication from Farai, the Service 
Centre Coordinator, and the rest of the 
team is outstanding. It was very special 
to walk with them and hear their own 
stories.”

“If  these children weren’t attending the Life Centre, the 
would have starved to death. We sat with this family and 
prayed with them”   –  Becci Feltham
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GOD’S GRACE 
Grace Kariuki,
International Volunteer (UK)

Recently, Grace went back home to 
the UK for her sister’s wedding, to 
raise support and spend time with 
her family. Before leaving, Grace 
admits to feeling a little scared and 
fearful about how her family would 
respond to her desire to return to 
Africa to serve longer term. They 
didn’t fully understand her call 
for Africa and wanted to see her 
returning back to the UK. However, 
Grace could not have dreamed of 
having a better time in the UK! God 
spoke through Grace’s situation 
and into her family, allowing them 
not just to honour Grace’s decision, 
but be at the very heart of the work 
Grace had been called to.

Grace held a dinner at her house 
where she invited her family and 
friends to hear about her time in 
Africa. She invited Lisa, who had 
been out on teams in the past to 
also share with them. “This night 
was when everything changed for 
me” Grace says.  As Lisa shared her 
personal story about volunteering 
in Africa, Grace’s family, for the 
first time, heard the heart of Hands 
at Work from someone else. Grace 
explains that, “even though I have 
talked to them many times about 
what I am doing and why I am 

Grace and her Family sharing a meal together 

doing it, hearing those things from 
someone else they know, opened 
their eyes and somehow changed 
their hearts”. Both her brothers 
and sister expressed how proud they 
are of Grace for what she is doing, 
and that they want to do whatever 
they can to support her. Her parents 
also felt convicted to be caring for 
the orphans and widows, and thus 
decided to commit the church they 
lead to support children in our 
communities. 

“I was prepared to sit each of my 
family members down and try to 
explain why I am doing the work I 
am doing, but God went before me 
and did the whole thing on his own! 
We sat as a family and prayed”, 

Grace says. For the first time, 
it stopped being “Grace’s 
thing” and now became 
something the rest of her 
family understood and were 
passionate about as well. 
It was a miracle for Grace, and 
she is thankful for all the support 
and prayers from the Hands family 
during her visit to the UK.

In June, the Lakeview Team from 
Saskatoon, Canada spent time in their 
partner community Mulenga, Zambia. 
They were inspired by the amazing Care 
Workers, the youth, and the family of 
volunteers at Kachele. 

Nicole shares, “The Care Workers really 
challenged us to think about how we 
spend our time. Seeing how they love the 
children really blew us away – they have 
so much on their plate but they continue 
to add more and more because of the call 
on their hearts.” She says they showed 
an incredible sense of unity which really 
encouraged the team. 

Coming back to Zambia for a second 
time, Kelly says that it was really 
heartening to see strong leadership in 
the youth in Mulenga, watching them 
sit and work together. “One thing I have 
also really noticed coming from the 
western world, is how much I have stuck 
to a schedule. Here, it isn’t about the 
doing, but about the being and building 
relationships.” 

On behalf of the entire team, Tina, 
who has also returned for her second 
time, expresses her thankfulness to the 
Kachele Community for welcoming 
them. “We can’t say enough about 
how our time here has impacted all of 
us and the stories that we will bring 
back to Canada.” The team shares how 
encouraged they were seeing the Kachele 
family pray and worship together, and 
how it is changing their own lives and the 
lives of others back home. 

A FEW WEEKS 
IN ZAMBIA

Lakeview Team- Saskatoon, Canada



KAMAKONDE 
COMMUNITY UPDATE
Blessings Sambo, RST 
Leader (Zambia)

Blessings shares the progress that 
Kamakonde Community has made in 

the last little while; seeking out 
the most vulnerable children, 
connecting with community 
pastors and leaders, and 
sharing the vision of Hands at 
Work with the local churches 
within the community. 

The Regional Support Team in Zambia 
has worked with the community of 
Kamakonde to complete assessments 
to discern who the most vulnerable 
children are and understand their 
individual needs. Blessings shares, “it 
has really helped us to understand 
who we as Hands need to be caring 
for, and helps us to really get to know 
each child better. Some children have 
families that are able to care for 
them, but other children have nobody. 
These are the children that we need to 
be caring for, their desperation shows 
that they are the most vulnerable.” 

Blessings shares about how he 
was privileged to go to Pastor 
Joseph’s church, a local pastor in 
the community, and share the vision 

of Hands at Work with the church 
leaders and the congregation. “I 
wasn’t really sure what to expect, and 
at first I went blank, not knowing what 
to start with, but then the presence 
of God came down as we preached 
the gospel and worshipped together.” 
Afterwards many of the church 
members wanted prayer for healing, 
and even some children came down 
to the front, who were expectant for 

healing too. Blessings says, “God 
came down and confirmed 
his word with signs and 
wonders. Truly caring for 
the orphans and widows 
is the heart of the Father. 
Things are happening in 
Kamakonde.”

OSHOEK & SWAZILAND
Devon Van Hoffen, Oshoek 
Service Centre, International 
Volunteer (Canada)

Devon recently shared the desperate 
circumstances our children and 
families are facing in our Oshoek 
and Swaziland Communities. “It’s 
very tough these days. People are 
having to walk long distances to get 
water, and are sharing this water 
with cows.” The need is great in 
these communities, there are many 
children who need love and care. 
Our Care Workers’ teams are small 
and they recognise their capacity 
to care but also the desperation 
of their communities. Devon urged 
everyone to be praying for more 
men and women to feel the call to 
care for the most vulnerable. 

Last week in Swaziland, Devon 
went to visit Gogo Machita. Every 
time he visits her, he finds that she 
has not eaten for 3-4 days. Devon 

shares, “She only has nuts 
to feed herself and her 2 
grandchildren. When I asked 
her, ‘What are you going to 
do tomorrow for food?’ she 
replied, ‘I don’t know, but I 
know that God will provide’”. 

In Swaziland they have started 
providing breakfast for the children 
in both the Msengeni and Bhandeni 
Communities, in response to the 
drought crisis. The communities 
have also begun sending children 
home with 2 litres of water every 
day. Devon explains that by the end 
of June they are hoping to provide 
53 children in a new Community, 
Shoga, with a nutritious meal every 
day. 

Even amidst all these challenges, 
Devon says God is still good and 
is bringing hope to these seemingly 
hopeless situations. 



THE POWER OF GOD
Tom Family
(California, USA)

Darren, Suzy and their two kids 
came from San Francisco, California 
to spend a week in Zambia where 
they visited Darren’s sister, Michelle, 
while also spending time in a few 
of the Communities. Darren shares, 
“Honestly, just standing here today 
is a miracle. We wouldn’t be here if 
God hadn’t brought Michelle first to 
Africa. If God had told me that my 
sister would be serving one day in 
Africa, I’d have said no way. But God 
called her to Africa, and now, here we 
are too. That is the power of God.”

Darren shares about their time spent 
in Chibuli Community where he met 
Gogo Judith, whose husband passed 
away 3 years ago and is taking care of 
her 9 children all on her own. “Before 
my son Josiah was born, I had a lot 
of fear about being a dad. There 
was a time when I was on my knees 
crying and thinking I couldn’t do it, 

and there Gogo Judith was, caring 
alone for her 9 children.” Darren was 
really impacted by the way Blessings, 
a Regional Support Team leader 
in Zambia, was supporting her and 
reminding her to always keep her 

eyes on Jesus. He says, “I didn’t 
even know what to say to her; 
I’m coming from miles away, 
lifetimes away. So I just asked 
her to teach us a praise song. 
She taught us a song in Bemba 
about God being the creator. 
Her life just speaks volumes to 
me.” 

Suzy describes their chaotic journey 
to get to Zambia as one of their 
flights was cancelled and they were 
eventually re-routed. “Although it 
was a stressful experience, I felt 
peace knowing that God wanted us 

to be here to support Michelle and to 
meet the Hands family.” Suzy thanks 
everyone for loving Michelle and for 
being her Zambian family. “Now we 
know why she doesn’t want to come 
back to us! We have seen just a little 
bit of what you do and how much you 
all sacrifice, but God sees and knows 
it all. We’re proud of you.”

Their two children, Anya, age 9, and 
Josiah, age 11, also spoke about how 
their time in Zambia has impacted 
them. Josiah shares that he is now 
going to be more grateful for his food, 
and Anya says, “I am not going to 
complain about what I eat anymore, 
because the kids here don’t have any 
choice.” 


