
HANDS ON DECK 

REGIONAL SUPPORT 
TEAM VISIT TO NIGERIA
Alicia Ralph (International 
Volunteer, Canada) – Project 
Support + Tommy Malster 
(International Volunteer, UK) – 
Project Accountant

As visits to Nigeria are becoming more 
regular, and the need for support in the 
Lagos Service Centre increases and 
expands, Alicia and Tommy recently 
had the opportunity to travel there and 
spend time with the Service Centre 
team and in our communities.

Alicia shares, “We talked a lot about 
Nigeria last year. Toyin and Taiwo, who 
were originally an administrator and 
bookkeeper, had to take on field roles as 
well. They so willing jumped in, and last 
year we really grew together as a team. 
We now have a great support system. 
We pray in faith that more people 
will experience what is happening in 
Nigeria.”

There were three main goals for 
Alicia’s time in Nigeria: expanding 
the Service Centre by growing more 
leaders, expanding in our communities, 

and connecting with the churches in 
our communities. Two new people – 
Matthew (a teacher from Apatuku 
Community) and Vivian have been 
walking with the Service Centre, going 
deeper and learning more about Hands 
at Work, in hopes of joining the Service 
Centre team and pushing for growth in 
our communities.

Alicia shared a story of meeting with 
Pastor Elijah and challenging him and 
the Care Workers to provide a safe 
place for the children who are not in 
school to come to – and thus creating a 
Life Centre. Alicia shares, “The oldest 
children we care for here are in grade 
5, but we know that our children are 
just as vulnerable when they leave 
grade 5. Our vision and dream is to 
create a Life Centre for them, and 
it was received very well. We talked 
about the wall of protection for our 
children and the church’s role in that.”

Alicia described Ilaje Community, 
and is hopeful about expanding here. 
She shares, “Ilaje is a very mixed 
community of people with money living 
next to people with nothing. You can 
see a huge bridge connecting to the 
wealthy Victoria Island. People who 

travel on the bridge have no idea what 
is happening below them. Kids are 
running around naked and bare foot 
on a wet garbage dump, exposed to so 
much disease, malaria, and typhoid. 
This is where we want to plant our 
new Community Based Organisation 
(CBO). We visited homes that have 
nothing, barely making it through the 
day.”

Nigeria holds a special place in Alicia 
and Tommy’s hearts, and Tommy 
shares, “Even though it has been over 
two years since I have been there, I was 
excited to be back and to reconnect 
with people and make new friends.” 
Tommy also shared about Matthew 
and Vivian, and is hopeful to see the 
Service Centre grow because of them. 
He spent much of his time with Vivian, 
training her in bookkeeping and getting 
to know her. About Toyin, Tommy says, 
“Toyin will be pushing our Relationship 
Groups forward in Nigeria, and I left 
knowing that she is the right person to 
take this forward.” The Service Centre 
is growing!

Tommy shares, “You can see enormous 
change in both of our communities 
– Apatuku and Ilaje. We can give all 
the glory to God. We have seen his 
faithfulness in the big things and the 
small things. We can so clearly see 
God’s hand.”
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“Being on his own two feet, Praise represents many of  
our children. We go to different countries and see children 
going through similar things, and many of  them are 
alive because of  the commitment of  the Care Workers.”  
     – Blessings Sambo

Last year, when Blessings visited 
the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
(DRC) he met a two-year-old boy, 
Praise*. He has always known his 
grandmother to be his mother – his 
own mother died a few days after 
he was born, and out of a complete 
miracle, his grandmother was able to 
breastfeed him. 

Read his entire story here >>

Just a few weeks ago, Blessings had 
the opportunity to return to the DRC 
and visit Praise again. He shares an 
update about him and says, “This year 
Praise turned three. Last year when 
I met him, he was very sick – at two 
years old he was not able to stand on 
his own. I had very little hope that he 
would make it in life. We surrounded 
him with prayer and interceded, but 
I still had little hope, and doubt 
overwhelmed my heart. But this year, 
I was looking forward to meeting 
Praise. As I was chatting, I turned 
around and saw Praise standing very 
strong; I felt very encouraged!”

Pray with Bertha, 
Blessings and the Hands 
family for Praise to grow 
healthy and strong!

Blessings continues, “Being on his 
own two feet, Praise represents many 
of our children. We go to different 
countries and see children going 
through similar things, and many 
of them are alive because of the 
commitment of the Care Workers.” 
This family still needs prayer, as 
Grandmother Bertha is still very 
sick, struggling with diabetes and 
high blood pressure, however she has 
hope that her grandson will continue 
to grow healthy and strong!

A MIRACLE – PRAISE
Blessings Sambo 
– Regional Support Team 
Leader, Zambia

DROUGHT AND FOOD 
CRISIS IN SOUTHERN 
AFRICA
Morgan Malster (International 
Volunteer, Canada)
 – Communications Team

This year Hands at Work faces an 
extreme drought crisis in Africa, 
which has gripped a huge part of 
the population, specifically those 
described as ‘the poorest of the poor’ 
in a way that is unprecedented in 
human memory.

In light of this crisis, the 
Communications Team has put 
together resources available on the 
website, useful for sharing, raising 
awareness, and becoming involved in 
bringing relief.

The main Drought Relief webpage is 
here: 
www.handsatwork.org/DroughtRelief

which includes information about 
the drought, Chuma’s story, ways to 
become involved, news articles from 
the media, and stories of how we 
are responding to this crisis in our 
communities. There are a number 
of videos available – one useful for 
sharing with churches, one explaining 
the drought and our call to action in 
more detail, and more.

How can you play your part? Find out 
how you can be involved in bringing 
relief to the most vulnerable in our 
communities across Africa.

http://www.handsatwork.org/newsroom/2015/8/6/praise?rq=blessings.
www.handsatwork.org/DroughtRelief


HOLY HOME VISITS 
IN THE CONGO
Gideon Mbuzi – Regional Support 
Team, Zambia

With the opportunity he and Levy 
had to visit the Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC) recently, Gideon 
brought back many stories about the 
Likasi Service Centre and the Wells 
family team from Canada. Once 
the team arrived, much of Gideon’s 
week looked the same as the team’s 
week – going out to community and 
going on Holy Home Visits.

The Holy Home Visits Gideon went 
on were some of his most impactful 
moments. Gideon shares, “It was 
great to walk with Erick (Service 
Centre Coordinator) and his team to 
see how they do Holy Home Visits. 
It was amazing – every community 
we went to, all the children knew 
Erick, and he not only knew the 
names of all the children, but the 
backgrounds and stories of them 
as well! I was challenged by Erick 
– how many children do I know by 
name?”

Gideon shares a story of one 
home he visited in Kitabataba 
Community. He visited a grandfather 
who is a retired soldier, struggling 
with cancer. He cares for four 
grandchildren – children from his 
daughter who passed away a few 
years ago. Their home is filled 
with mosquitos and the family is 
extremely vulnerable. Each day, the 
grandfather goes to the Community 
Based Organisation (CBO) to 
receive meals to bring home for the 
youngest two children, while the 
older two go there on their own. 
Without the CBO, this family would 
have no food to eat. Gideon shares, 

“Erick is like a father in this 
community – he gives hope 
to the hopeless.”

COMMUNITY STAY IN 
SOMMERSET

David + Jane Newsome – 
International Volunteers, UK

As part of orientation, the new 
international volunteers went on their 
first community stay to Sommerset 
Community. This is always a special 
part of the orientation program – being 
able to stay with a family and be a part 
of their lives for a weekend. David and 
Jane share about their recent weekend 
spent in community.
David shares, “Over the five weeks of 
orientation, this idea of community 
stay was presented as something of 
a rite of passage.   But there was a 
moment during our weekend when I 
just realized this is such a privilege! 
It gives insight into the lives of the 
communities we serve, the only way we 
would get to see this is by staying with 
a family.”
Jane shares, “In many ways the family 
we stayed with was not typical of most 
community stay families. They are a 
family with both father and mother 
present.  Both trying to do their best 
by their children, but constricted by the 
burden of poverty.”
Jane and David felt so welcomed by 
the family. The beauty of simply doing 
life together struck Jane, as she says, 
“This was very different from visiting 
friends in the UK; this was doing life 
together. Someone has to fetch water, 
then heat it; others wash the clothes 
and grind the maize. The weekend was 
about sharing their life in a real, deep 
way. It was a privilege.”
They shared some stories of their 
weekend – stories of learning to cook 
ngusha, pound groundnuts, and learn 
the local language Shangan. They saw 
the hospitality the mother of the home 
so naturally showed in inviting many 
people over and sharing what little 
food they had. Their most beautiful 
moments were sharing meals together. 
David says, “Sitting outside in the dark 
under the stars, hardly able to see each 
other’s faces, we ate dinner. Eating from 
one bowl and drinking from one cup, I 
realized it was like Holy Communion 
in a very real way. It was moving to 
say goodbye to the family – it was like 
a long prolonged Holy Home Visit. We 
both realized this was a relationship 
that would continue.”

“I  was challenged by Erick – how many 
children do I know by name?”   – Gideon Mbuzi


