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A PLACE OF LIFE
Brian Dalley (International 
Volunteer, Canada) – Kachele HR + 
Operations, Zambia

Recently, Brian and Lisa Dalley 
travelled to Malawi from Zambia to 
support Dedza Service Centre with 
the construction of the Life Centre 
in Mcheneke Community. Going to 
Malawi meant so much more to Brian 
and Lisa than simply constructing the 
necessary structures; this trip was 
about creating a space for children to 
find love and life, and support Symon 
and the Service Centre as they grow 
into the roles of creating these spaces 
for our children.

Malawi, and more specifically, 
Mcheneke Community, holds a very 
special place in both Brian and Lisa’s 
hearts. Brian shares, “Our first time 
to go to Africa as a couple was in 
2011, and we went to Malawi. We 
were brought to Mcheneke Community, 
where we met Symon. We have gotten 
to know him over the years, watched 
him grow, and it is such a blessing to 

think five years later, I am working 
with Symon to build a Life Centre in 
his own community of Mcheneke.”

When the Service Centre was in 
Zambia for the October African 
Leaders Gathering last year, Brian and 
the team came together and began the 
process of creating a Life Centre. They 
came up with a vision and discussed 
what it would look like. Brian shares, 
“In January, Lisa and I were given the 
privilege to build this vision. We sat 
down with the team during Watchword 
and talked about how to bring the 
vision to life.” Four phases were 
planned out for the construction on the 
Life Centre property. The first one to 
build a toilet and borehole, the second 
phase to secure the property and build 
a cook shelter and caretaker house, 
third phase to build rondavels to have 
space for Relationship Groups to meet, 
and the final stage to create play space 
for the children and a garden.

The four weeks Brian and Lisa were 
in Malawi, they focused on the second 
phase: building the caretaker house and 

constructing a cooking shelter. They sat 
with the Care Workers and decided to 
build simple structures to fit in with 
the rest of the community, as well as 
something that was simple enough to 
replicate in other communities in the 
future.

With the challenge of finding and 
storing materials, the process took 
longer than anticipated, but it also 
gave opportunity for Care Workers 
to be involved with storing materials 
and transporting them to the property. 
The Care Workers are also involved in 
clearing an area of the property for the 
kids to play on.

Brian shares, “Imagine yourself last 
October 2015, standing in the middle 
of a two acre maize field, and all you 
see is grass, trees, and rubbish flowing 
around. Here we are in March 2016, 
and you’re back in the same spot – in 
one corner you have a toilet, another 
corner is a borehole where children 
fetch water. Women are coming 
together and having fun. In another 
direction, you have the caretaker’s 
house; another, local workers are 
building. In the back, children are 
looking from up in a tree to see what is 
going on; another corner, there will be 
a place where Care Workers will come 
together, and you think “Wow, this is 
God at work!” And as Hands family, we 
get to be a part of it – how fantastic!”

“I am working with Symon to build a Life 
Centre in his own community!”   – Brian Dalley
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A HEART OF LOVE 
- TESTIMONIES 
FROM THE FIELD 
COORDINATOR 
WORKSHOP
Nyiko Mashigo – Project Support, 
South Africa RST
Audrey Sibiya – Hazyview Service 
Centre Coordinator, South Africa

A few weeks ago, the Field 
Coordinators across the South 
Africa region (South Africa, 
Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Swaziland, 
and Nigeria) attended a workshop 
at the Hub. The purpose was the 
talk about their calling to this work 
and their relationships with Christ. 
Nyiko and Audrey reflect personally 
on the workshop.

Nyiko shares, “George shared with 
us about the heart. What can we 
do to make our heart grow? We 
need to give freely, love, support, 
and be humble; humble to those 
around us and in the eyes of the 
Lord. It challenged me – I was 
busy asking myself where I need 
my heart to grow. I asked God to 
give me the love and strength to 
walk this road. George and Carolyn 
shared their story of how they 
started Hands, and it encouraged 
me. I am new to Hands, and I had 
questions like “Why are we doing 

this work?” When they shared, my 
heart was open and I knew why 
we are doing this. Carolyn talked 
about commitment and faithfulness. 
In order to see ourselves in the 
future, we need to be committed and 
faithful to God and ourselves. One 
thing that stood out to me is God 
will provide if you dare to care. If 
you really believe in your heart God 
will provide for us.” 

Audrey shares, “We saw God with 
us and that was because of prayer. 
Gogo Sara shared how she did not 
know how to read and write, but she 
knew she could care and she had 
love in her heart. She talked about 
Simon, Patricia, Floyd and the other 
children she cared for. She talked 
about the things they faced together. 
Most of the people we visit don’t 
need things – they need love. Most 
of the time when we are in the field, 
we know we are going out to help, 
but this workshop was about God 
dealing with our own hearts. I was 
challenged to see how Hazyview 
Service Centre grew in this time. 
They were open and involved, and to 
see this was such an encouragement 
to me. We can do this work as long 
as we have the heart and love. We 
need to be led by the Holy Spirit, 
and no one can give you that – you 
need to ask and pray for it.

The first quarterly Youth Leaders 
Camp was held at Kachele a few weeks 
ago with youth from across Kitwe and 
Luanshya communities. Ritha, Agness, 
and Prag (Camps Team supporting 
Zambia Regional Support Team) 
were involved in leading the weekend-
long camp, and they were excited and 
encouraged with seeing God’s hand at 
work in the lives of the Youth Leaders 
in Zambia.

Ritha shares, “The camp was very 
successful. We were encouraged seeing 
how the children were involved in 
activities we put on, and we have some 
great discussion times. They responded 
very well with what we shared.” Ritha 
and the team shared the Watchword 
from Romans 15:5, and the youth were 
encouraged as they discussed having a 
spirit of unity among themselves as 
Youth Leaders.

Ritha shares, “This time, we ran the 
camp differently than the way we have 
from previous years. We stayed in one 
big group for discussions rather than 
breaking off into smaller groups. It 
was amazing to see how the children 
opened up and shared their stories, 
knowing this was the right place where 
they could share their burdens.” Ritha, 
Prag, and Agness also shared about 
Holy Home Visits and cast the vision 
for Life Centres, and Ritha shares, 
“We were not just teaching – we 
were discussing and the youth were 
participating and responding well!”

The Youth Leaders are growing, and 
are coming together to visit children 
in their homes. They have been visiting 
those who are sick, and have even 
been challenging the Care Workers 
about Holy Home Visits! Ritha shares, 
“We need to continue praying for our 
kids and supporting them with their 
activities. They gave us the structure 
of what they are doing in their 
communities, and every day they are 
busy doing something like Holy Home 
Visits and Relationship Groups!”

GROWING YOUTH 
LEADERS IN ZAMBIA

Ritha Mbuzi - Camps Team 
(Regional Support Team), Zambia



VISIT TO SOUTH AFRICA
Taiwo Adedeji – Field Coordinator, 
Lagos Service Centre, Nigeria

Being his first time in South Africa, 
Taiwo was excited to reflect and 
share on his time at the Hub. He came 
to attend the Field Coordinator’s 
workshop, spend time with 
people living at the Hub, and visit 
communities in South Africa.

Taiwo was encouraged by meeting and 
spending time with Anita in Oshoek. 
He shares, “She is very active in her 
community and it inspired me. The 
Care Workers are very committed to 
the children.” He stayed for a night in 
Beeskop Community, and was struck 
by the reality of the distances children 
have to walk every day to go to 
school. The family he stayed with was 
very welcoming and happy to have 
him in their home. Taiwo shares, “We 
cooked, ate, played, and prayed with 
the family. We slept in a round house 
– nothing I had ever seen! They did 
all they could to make sure we were 
comfortable. It was too cold to even 
bathe, and I thought of how cold it 
must be all the time for the children.”
 
Taiwo stayed with a Care Worker 
the next night, and they spent time 
getting to know one another, and 
talked about what they do. Spending 
time in communities and meeting so 

many new people, Taiwo shares, “I 
never understood why people come to 
Nigeria and struggle with names. Then 
I came here and met people in the 
community and I now understand why 
they struggle!” After spending time at 
Care Points and Life Centres, he says, 
“I have seen what a Life Centre looks 
like now. I have an idea, and I know it 
is a place where kids come together 
and sing, pray, and share the word of 
God.”

Taiwo also shares, “I saw the Care 
Workers are united, and I want to 
go back and share that with the 
communities in Nigeria. One of 
the Care Workers lost her husband 
recently, and we walked together to 
meet the family. We sang and prayed 
with the family. We visited another 
home and met a gogo caring for ten 
children, and I could see this is the 
most vulnerable place I have been 
so far. I prayed for them, and we 
encouraged them.”

Taiwo shared a room with John and 
Simon during the workshop, and as 
they shared our challenges, Taiwo 
realized he was not alone. Taiwo was 
thankful for the time he spent in 
South Africa, and was excited to go 
home and share his stories with his 
family and the communities he serves 
in Nigeria.

PRAYER FOR AFRICA
Tyler Ralph (International Volunteer, 
Canada) – South Africa/Zimbabwe 
RST

Much has been happening across 
Africa during this past month. Plans 
have been set in place, challenges have 
been faced, and the drought crisis has 
been hitting our communities hard. 
Join us in prayer for our family and 
countries across Africa.

MOZAMBIQUE – Praise God for the 
re-registration to operate, and our 
bank account was opened! We are 
looking for more communities, as this 
country is a very tough place and there 
is a major food shortage.

ZIMBABWE – The Ralphs have 
arrived in Zimbabwe to begin growing 
a new Regional Support Team. They 
only have entry for one month; pray 
the government will grant them longer 
term visas. Pray for wisdom and 
guidance as Tyler and Alicia lead and 
grow a community, with the desire to 
see different cultures living together.

MALAWI – Emergency food parcels 
have been given out in Chinku. The 
entire country is facing major food 
shortage, and the effects of the lack of 
harvest are already visible in families 
and communities.

SWAZILAND – Care Workers in 
Bhandeni Community are beginning 
to serve meals six days a week. Our 
children and Care Workers are being 
deeply affected by the food shortage 
and drought.

Tyler shares, “The drought is hitting 
our communities hard. What does this 
mean for us and our kids. What does it 
mean for water? We all know well that 
we are here for the poorest of the poor. 
But this year will test us even more. 
We know that everyone will be affected 
by it, but yet we are still searching for 
the poorest of the poor. This is going to 
require us to take steps and faith and 
to go the extra mile. We are going to 
need to dig deep. I hope for myself that 
I am willing, and I hope you are, too. It 
will be a testimony to our community 
and our calling. We all need to be 
praying for this.”


