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HOPE FOUND IN 
SWAZILAND
Sesinyana Mlombo - Hospitality 

Team, South Africa

A few weeks ago, Sesinyana had the 
opportunity to go to Swaziland with 
a group from the Regional Support 
Team (RST). She says, “I felt stuck 
in the hospitality team, and thought 
I could not go out and see Care 
Workers. I prayed to God and asked 
Him to show me what I could do for 
Him in 2016. Just then, Tyler called 
me and asked if I would join them in 
Swaziland! I was so excited, and said 
I would go.”

Sesinyana joined Tyler, Vusi, and Ma 
Nesta, and together they drove to 
Swaziland. Approaching the border, 
she felt worried about her passport, 
but the border crossing went well. 
While in Swaziland, the team stayed 
with different families, and Sesinyana 
felt so welcomed into their homes 
and communities. The team spent 
the first part of the trip in Msengeni 
Community, visiting Care Workers and 
children. Sesinyana says, “We were 
greeted with such love there.” Everyone 

gathered together for a Relationship 
Group and the Watchword from 
Romans 15:5 was shared. Sesinyana 
shares, “Everyone spoke about 
endurance, encouragement, and 
mostly unity. Someone mentioned we 
are all one body in Christ. The unity of 
the Care Workers was amazing and so 
humbling.” Sesinyana learned two of 
the Care Workers share a husband – 
they share the housework and raising 
the children as well. This was a big 
surprise for her, although uncommon 
for Swaziland and parts of South 
Africa.

Sesinyana shared about the Holy 
Home Visits she went on. In the first 
home, the father was out finding 
piece work as a builder, but his son 
was home and was so excited to see 
visitors come to his home. Sesinyana 
learned his favourite sport was soccer 
and they had a fun discussion about 
competing soccer teams! His mother 
was also home, and was quite ill. 
Sesinyana was able to pray for her. 
At another home, Sesinyana visited 
grandparents, who were very invested 
into their grandchildren’s lives. They 
also were so excited to have visitors! 
The grandfather found a bit of work 

cutting firewood, but the work was 
not sustainable enough to support 
the entire family. When Sesinyana 
asked how they survive, she says, 
“The grandmother could not answer. 
They need prayer. They need basics 
like food! But God sees what they 
are going through. He loves them. 
Their grandson had not been going to 
school, but this year he was allowed, 
even though he does not yet have a 
uniform.” She felt encouraged visiting 
this home and finding it full of love, 
despite the many challenges. They 
prayed together as a family before 
Sesinyana left their home.

Sesinyana stayed with a single mother 
with five children in Msengeni. The 
two women immediately connected, 
and the mother said she was blessed 
by having visitors come from far to 
see and share in her life. Sesinyana 
shares, “God sent me here because 
I was needed here. The lady I stayed 
with is under much social pressure. 
People say she needs a new husband, 
and think she is a witch. She relies 
on Jesus to provide for her, and she 
plants and sells maize to bring in 
some income. Her children have their 
own struggles, but have much respect 
for their mother.” Sesinyana shared 
with this mother that she is an orphan 
herself. This gave the ladies a new and 
deeper way to relate to one another, 
and Sesinyana felt God used her in the 
life of this woman she met. Sesinyana 
felt so blessed to be a part of this trip!  

“God sent me here because I was needed here.”    
      – Sesinyana Mlombo
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ACROSS AFRICA
Levy Mwenda,
Regional Support Team Coordinator, 
Zambia

Last month in Zambia Levy shared 
a few updates from across Africa.

In Zambia, Gracious and Blessings 
began walking in two new 
communities in Kabwe, and they 
were able to connect with the right 
people in each of those communities. 

The first Youth Camp of 2016 was 
held at Kachele Village, and it was 
an amazing time of learning and 
growth in the Youth Leaders from 
several communities across Zambia.

In Zimbabwe and Mozambique, 
Relationship Groups for Primary 
Caregivers have been going well. 
Much reconciliation and healing 
is happening each week within the 
groups. Jeffrey and Patricia, from 
a church in Mutare have been 
continually stepping up and have 
been busy going to other churches, 
motivating them to be involved as 
well. Amazing things are happening 
as a result of Jeffrey and Patricia’s 
work, and people want to give 
donations. They are really catching 
our vision and all that God has 
called them too!

Previously a Care Worker in Mulenga 
Community, Reuben has recently 

joined the Regional Support Team in 
Zambia, and visits communities across 

Kitwe and Luanshya each week. His 
selfless spirit and gentle heart allow 

him to deeply invest into people’s lives, 
and he shares two stories which have 

made an impact on him – one from 
Mulenga Community, and one from 

Racecourse Community.

“I recently visited Peter’s* home. He 
is thirteen years old, and stays with 
Gogo Alice who is 75 years old. His 

mother struggles with mental illness, 
and wanders all over the community. 

His gogo had a stroke some time ago, 
and she cannot walk nor do anything. 

She sits at home all day. The family 
faces the challenges of having no 

breadwinner at home. Peter also has 
two younger siblings, so a total of five 
living in the home. Peter doesn’t have 

a father – he left with Peter’s older 
siblings. Peter goes to the market to 

find food or washes bottles in the bars 
to find some money for food for his 

family. He is one of our children, and 
has the burden of providing for his 

family. When you see this child, you 
feel your heart breaking. He only has 

one pair of shoes which he received 
last year, and he only wears them to 

go to school. Let us pray for someone 
to come and start caring for Peter 

and Gogo Alice.”

“Joseph lives in Racecourse 
Community with his 75-year-old gogo. 

She does not have any food and no 
one provides for her. Occasionally 
a grandson nearby remembers to 

bring food, but it is not consistent. 
Joseph’s health is not very good, and 

their home is not stable. The roof 
has gone in and your heart breaks 

when you go into the house. Joseph’s 
gogo does not have any clothes, and 
the neighbourhood believes she is a 

witch. It breaks your heart to see 
the situation she is facing and how 

she lives. Let us remember her in our 
prayers that accusations will stop 

coming her way.”

STORIES FROM KITWE
Reuben Chileshe,  

Regional Support Team, Zambia

In Mozambique, the Service 
Centre was able to work with the 
community and get a very sick child 
to the clinic. The child has made a 
full recovery and the community  
received ther

The Service Centre has also helped 
80 children to get birth certificates, 
which will now allow them to attend 
school!

Members of the Regional Support 
Team recently travelled to 
Swaziland to spend some time 
in some new communities. They 
invited caregivers to come to the 
Care Points to help the cooks, wash 
dishes, and play with the children. 
This has been going well, and 
mothers and gogos have chosen to 
step up and serve alongside the Care 
Workers.

In Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC), the local office has 
encouraged all their communities 
with the Watchword from Romans 
15:5. Relationship Groups 
are happening in three of the 
communities; the fourth of which is 
being launched now. The team has 
identified a new bookkeeper, Francis, 
as Angel will be growing out of her 
role, and into a Field Coordinator. A 
team from Canada will be travelling 
to the DRC in a few weeks to visit 
the local office and communities 
there.



heart. I don’t know how they manage to 
live in that shelter. They don’t even have 
a toilet.”

“Another family we visited consisted of 
Gogo Theresa and four grandchildren. 
I wanted to see where the children I 
met lived, so we visited with Gogo, who 
is over 80 years old. She did not have 
much energy and she is spiritually and 
emotionally wounded. She does not want 
to hear about Christ and has stopped 
going to church. We tried to chat to her 
and encourage her. She told us she had lost 
all her children except for one daughter, 
and has one brother still alive. She said 
she could not go back to her village she 
came from because she has no one to 
take care of her. She lives in K-Block 
because of her one remaining daughter. 
We are developing a relationship with 
her now. With our prayer, she can turn 
to Christ. We introduced her to Christ 
and what salvation is. I know her heart 
can still be changed. We must pray for 
families like these.”

These are stories of families Gideon and 
many others visit every day. Pray for 
Christ to intervene in these situations, 
and for God to use those going into 
communities as His beautiful feet, 
bringing hope and light to broken hearts.

STORIES FROM 
LUANSHYA

Gideon Mbuzi – Regional Support 
Team, Zambia

Gideon shares two stories from our 
Luanshya communities of families he has 
met and built relationships with. Both 
families live in K-Block Communities, a 
vast community stretching across fifteen 
villages. We have feeding points spread 
across four of the villages, and the stories 
Gideon shares are both of families from 
Village 2.

Gideon shares, “Last year I visited Gogo 
Chama with some Care Workers. She 
is over 90 years old and she cannot see 
anymore. We found her granddaughter 
and husband caring for her – though 
they were both with her, she was sleeping 
in a home where the roof was leaking. 
Her husband provided shelter and a 
meal for her. In this same house, there 
are four young children. Three of them 
attend the care points. Late last year, 
the husband left to find employment in 
Ndola – we were told this week he was 
still moving around trying to find work. 
Since then, the house has collapsed, and 
everyone now stays in a small cooking 
shelter. When I saw that, it broke my 

THE CHURCH AROUND 
THE WORLD
Catherine Clarkson (International 
Volunteer, UK) – Partner 
Communications

Catherine shares, “The church outside of 
Africa is as much a part of what we do as 
the work that happens in Africa – it’s always 
been part of our vision.” Our Hands at Work 
family is much larger than we even imagine. 

George just came back from North America 
after being there for ten days. His time was 
full of meetings, events, and gatherings. 
Catherine shares about George’s time 
while being in America. She says, “One of 
George’s highlights was being in Brooke 
and Jed’s home town. George met with 
Peter from Bethlehem Baptist Church. It is 
a large church, but they find that when they 
do small gatherings in their community, it 
has a huge impact. People come and share 
their stories. It is a Relationship Group!” 
Peter invited George to share “The Jesus We 
Know” (referring to God as our Saviour who 
rescues us from our brokenness and brings 
salvation to us). Catherine says, “People 
come to Africa and make a difference here, 
but Africa also impacts them in their own 
home communities!”

Catherine shares, “We have more than 350 
people coming to Africa this year, some 
for the very first time. Teams are impacted 
by the communities they visit, but it is the 
community of Hands who often has the most 
impact on people. Teams will be with us right 
until the end of September. It is hard work for 
everyone, but let us not grow weary in doing 
good because we know the impact it has. 
There are nine brand new churches coming 
this year!” 

‘We are White River’ is a partnership beginning 
locally, right in White River, the town where 
the Hub is located. Hilton Barnett, a longtime 
friend of Hands, leads the group and he is 
advocating among businesses and groups for 
Hands at Work. Exciting things have been 
happening through this group and they are 
slowly getting involved in the community of 
Zwelisha. Before Christmas, they built a toilet 
there for the most vulnerable children to use.


