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Several of Hands at Work local 
and international volunteers had 
the opportunity to participate in 
a Maranatha Workshop in the 
community of Sommerset last lear.

Gugu Sibanda African Volunteer 
(South Africa), Hazyview local 
office
Gugu shares about a highlight that 
impacted her during the week. ”It 
was special for me listening to 
the children speak about how they 
needed Jesus in their lives. Many of 
them even accepted Jesus into their 
hearts. Even thought it was tough 
at first, as time went on, they began 
to open up and share about things 
they are struggling with.”

Floyd Mdau, African Volunteer 
(South Africa), Hazyview local 
office

“It is hard to tell the grandmothers 
that the life they have been living 
and have grown up is not how Jesus 
wants them to live. Alcohol abuse 
is common in Sommerset, and as 
a result children are sometimes 
mistreated.” Floyd says, “During 
the Workshop, grandmothers 
showed up ready to hear what we 
were going to share with them. 
However, they were worried about 
being judged by one another. When 
we broke into small groups, they 
started to open up about their 
challenges and were honest about 
their feelings; even sharing what 
was happening at home. God gave 
us the power and strength that we 
needed for the week.” 

Brenda Rebro, International 
Volunteer (US), Hospitality 
During a Relationship Group with 
teen girls, Brenda noticed a girl, 
Leaha*, who broke down crying. 
Leaha shared that she had been 

separated from her sister for seven 
years, ever since her mom had 
passed away and her step-dad had 
taken her sister to live far away. 
She was deeply hurting, having 
never opened up about her pain 

with anyone. “We reminded the 
girls that sharing your story 
with your friends, allows 
people to walk alongside you 
in your journey.” Brenda said. 
Throughout that week, they spent 
time with Leaha, encouraging and 
praying for her. “Then, 3 weeks later, 
Leaha called me to share that she 
had just seen her sister! The step-
dad had come back and they were 
reunited.” Her sister is now living in 
a near-by community, which allows 
Leaha to see her more frequently. 
“That is Maranatha.” Brenda says. 

“God gave us the power and strength that we 
needed for the week.”   – Floyd Mdau 
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DROUGHT UPDATE
Devon Van Hoffen, International 
Volunteer (CAN), South Africa 
Regional Support Team (RST)

In November 2016, Devon and a 
team of local volunteers traveled 
to Swaziland to assist Care 
Worker’s in planting their fields. 
They purchased seeds and fertilizer 
and planted over 100 fields in the 
communities of Bhandeni, Shoka 
and Msengeni.  

At that point in the year, the drought 
was so severe that people in the 
communities had resorted to eating 
their seeds for food. Devon shares, 
“We often talk about planting seeds 
in a spiritual sense but to actually 
have the opportunity to do this in 
a physical way was really cool.”  
On the first day of planting, many 
people from community turned up 
to help out. The tracker would drive 
up and down the rows, while people 

would follow along putting down 
fertilizer and then dropping the 
seeds in the ground. “In the days 
that followed after we had planted 
the seeds, there was lots of rain. It 
was such a blessing”, Devon says. 
Each family with a child attending a 
Care Point, got 1 hectare of planted 

land. “The fields in Shoka 
and Bhandeni are growing 
well, but please pray for the 
fields in Msengeni. Pray that 
enough rain would fall so 
there will be a good harvest 
in the coming months.”  

XOLANI’S STORY
Xolani Makwaka, African Volunteer 
(South Africa), Regional Support 
Team (RST) 

Xolani grew up in the community of 
Sommerset, South Africa. From 2008 
to 2013, he lived in Pretoria studying 
and eventually leaving school to help 
raise his young daughter, Nozhipo. 
When Xolani returned to Sommerset 
in 2014, he connected with the 
Hazeyview local office coordinator, 
Audrey, who introduced him to Hands 
at Work. 

“I was raised in a strict Christian 
family with a grandmother who daily 
stressed the importance of prayer.” 
Xolani shares, “When I moved to 
Pretoria it allowed me to experience 
a freedom that I hadn’t had earlier 
on in my life. I was exposed to a 
different culture and way of living; 
making decisions that I am not proud 
of. I was living a life of shame when 
I got connected with a church pastor, 
who helped me realize that I am a 
child of God even though I have made 
mistakes. I found freedom in Christ.” 

When Xolani moved back to 
Sommerset and walked in the 
community with Audrey, the stories 
that he heard gripped his heart. “I 
thought that I would go back to school 
in 2015, but I fell in love with visiting 
those who are not visited. I fell in love 
with caring for the vulnerable. Even 
though people were concerned about 
me leaving school, I become a Care 
Worker in Sommerset in 2015 and 
felt peace that I was being obedient 
to where God was calling me,” Xolani 
says. “In 2016, when I was asked 
to come join the Regional Support 
Team (RST) in South Africa, I said 
yes. One of the things I’ve realized is 
that I had been lacking patience in 
my life, but despite that God is doing 
amazing things.” 

Xolani serves on the Regional Support 
Team in South Africa. He is currently 
spending the first part of 2016 living 
in Zambia, learning, sharing and 
gaining a deeper understanding of 
Hands. 



ZWELISHA MARANATHA
Hannah Mohajer, International 
Volunteer (CAN), Partnerships Team

Hannah had the opportunity to 
experience her first Maranatha 
Workshop in Zwelisha Community, 
South Africa. She shares about 
a young boy, Noble*, who deeply 
impacted her. “I had visited 7-year-
old Noble before, and had been 
heartbroken by his story. He has 
two younger brothers, (5 and 2) 
who are left alone all day while 
their grandmother goes out to 
work in the fields. When I first 
met them at the start of the rainy 
season, their tiny home had large 
holes in the roof. The boys have no 
ID documents as they are refugees 
from Mozambique.” Hannah said 

that as soon as you see Noble, you 
can notice right away he is among 
the most vulnerable in Zwelisha. 
“We asked him what he needs help 
with, so that Jesus can come and 
rescue him ‘out of the ‘hole’. He 
responded with, ‘I want Jesus to 
help forgive my mother for leaving 
us alone’.” Hannah shares that the 
hunger for Jesus in these children’s 
lives is so evident. “God is working 
in the hearts of those that came to 
the Maranatha workshop. I was 
deeply moved by Noble and his 
situation. God was showing me the 
pain in His heart for His children 
and these communities.” 

PRAYER POINTS
Please join us in prayer

• Praise God for the rain we have 
already had, but continue to pray 
that enough rain will fall so there 
will be a good harvest this year 

• Pray for our expansion into 
Zimbabwe, as we are looking to 
grow a Hands at Work community 
there. Pray for wisdom and 
guidance as we move forward with 
decisions over the next few months 

• Pray for our continued expansion 
into Swaziland, pray for the right 
connections to be formed, wisdom 
and guidance

• Busie Siyata-Jones has just 
returned from 3 weeks in Nigeria, 
and Jackie Okindah still has a week 
left in her trip. They are working 
with the local Hands at Work team, 
based in Lagos. Pray for guidance 
for Jackie as she works alongside 
new Care Workers and invests in 
relationships. 

• Pray for the children, 
grandparents, and Care Workers 
who were involved last year in 
Maranatha Workshops. Pray that 
God would continue to work in 
their lives and bring healing to their 
wounds. 


