
HANDS ON DECK 

CHURCH MOBILISATION 
IN DRC + ZAMBIA
Blessings Sambo, Regional 
Support Team (DRC, Malawi, 
Zambia)
Boyd Chishimba, Regional Support 
Team (DRC, Malawi, Zambia)
Trina Nkandu, Kabwe SC 
Coordinator  

DRC - Kikula
Blessings and Boyd recently 
travelled to DRC to support Erick 
and the Likasi SC during a 3 
day church mobilisation session 
with pastors in Kikula. On Day 1, 
facilitators presented 10 scriptures 
in the Bible from the Old to New 
Testament which speak to God’s 
heart around the suffering of His 
people. The message quickly cut 
through the pastor’s hearts. Each 
one caught the heart of God and 
understood the vision of Hands to 
pursue His mandate in caring for 
the vulnerable. 

Day 2’s focus was Holy Home 
Visits. “Pastors often live in the 
community, yet have no idea what 
is really going on inside homes,” 
Blessings says. On Boyd’s visit, 
they visited a lady caring for 9 
children. When Boyd and the other 
pastors began to help her prepare 
vegetables, the lady’s face was 
filled with joy. When they finished 
preparing cassava, the pastors 
asked if she had oil or tomatoes. She 
had nothing else. They immediately 
got money together to buy more 
food for the family. “It became a 
Holy Home Visit,” Boyd says, “Not 
because of the money, but because 
the pastors saw God show up when 
they helped. The lady expressed that 
she felt God had visited her – her 
own neighbours had never even 
helped her.”

On the last day, the pastors gave their 
testimonies, and were broken by 

what they had seen. An unexpected 
level of humility was seen in the 
group of pastors. They said, “We 
can’t wait to act or children will 
die.” They began making plans to 
respond immediately to urgent 
situations and decided to form a 
committee and continue meeting 
twice per month. One pastor has 
given some of his church land (close 
to the Kikula Care Point) to be used 
as a soccer field for the children! 

Zambia – Nissi + Chisamba
Trina and the Kabwe SC were excited 
to have Blessings and Boyd come to 
support them in two communities 
with initial, shorter sessions than 
those in Kikula, but with hope for 
interested church leaders to step 
up for future workshops. In Nissi, 
11 churches were represented, and 
the leaders received the message 
well. They have invited Blessings 
to return and share with more 
pastors. In Chisamba, 18 churches 
were represented. Everyone sensed 
a deep level of personal response 
and 10 pastors showed interest in 
returning to attend more sessions.

“The pastors saw God show up when they 
helped”   –  Boyd Chishimba
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COMMITTED TO LOVE 
AND HEALING
Jade McClain – International Volunteer 
(AUS), Project Support (RST – South 

Africa)

Upon completing five weeks of 
orientation in February, Jade and 
Grace had the opportunity to travel 
to Zimbabwe and Mozambique to 
be a part of the Service Centre 
for a month. Jade found the team 
in Zimbabwe to be so committed 
to the vision of Hands at Work 
and they work tirelessly to see a 
breakthrough in the communities 
they are involved in. She says, 
“Not only did Andrew [Muronzi, 
Maintenance/Field Coordinator] 
translate the language, but he also 
translated the culture. He taught 
us so much about the culture 
and how we could fit in with the 
people.” During her month, she 
was able to visit several Zimbabwe 
communities. While in Honde 
Valley, she was not only taken aback 
by the stunning scenery, but also by 
tangible warmth of the people. 
In Mozambique, Jade attended a 
four day long Maranatha Workshop 
and heard many testimonies from 
Primary Caregivers. She noticed 
how the Service Centre team put in 
so much effort preparing; not only 
physically but also emotionally. 
Her favourite part was on Tuesday 

morning, “There was a change 
in the atmosphere – chains 
had been broken and there 
was so much freedom and 
love while we worshipped.”

In Chinaka, a new community in 
Zimbabwe, Jade was able to go on 
Holy Home Visits, where she met 
a 21-year-old woman with two 
children. This woman had to take 
care of her sister’s children, as well 
as providing income for the family. 
She was in a difficult situation 
of trading one vulnerability for 
another since her work required 
her to travel and stay overnight for 
days at a time, leaving her children 
with her disabled mother. When she 
makes enough money, she returns 
home with some maize, only to 
wake up the next morning and find 
that it has been stolen by her uncles 
who live close by. The reality of her 
situation was heartbreaking for 
Jade to see as every time this mother 
tried to improve her situation, she 
was being cut down. “Chinaka is a 
place that is really needing Jesus’ 
love. It was amazing to be able to 
go there and encourage her.”

INTAKE IN MALAWI
Heather Beeke, Int’l Volunteer 
(CAN), Project Support Zambia and 
Communications Team
Charlotte Henderson, Int’l Volunteer 
(UK), Project Support Zambia

Recently, Heather and Charlotte 
travelled to Malawi to live and work 
alongside the Service Centre. Charlotte 
says, “Every time we went into 
community, the Service Centre would 
just talk about their communities with 
so much love. Neither Heather or I had 
even seen such warm-hearted people.” 
One of the key things the girls witnessed 
was the men in Malawi. In one of 
most fatherless generations there ever 
has been, with many dysfunctional 
relationships, the men of Malawi are 
stepping up. They are Godly father 
figures, and men who have no reason 
to care are choosing to show love to 
the children who need it most. 

Heather and Charlotte had the 
privilege to go to all four communities 
in Malawi, and do community stays 
in Maonde, Mcheneke and Mngwere, 
developing a better idea of each 
community and how different they all 
are, and building relationship with the 
care workers. Heather says, “I was 
amazed to see how the heart of the 
SC is mirrored by the CBO. Royie is 
chomping at the bit for expansion! It’s 
wonderful how deeply Hands culture 
and values have permeated the CBOs.” 

Heather and Charlotte visited a young 
little boy and his gogo in Maonde. 
The family is desperately vulnerable. 
In November during a bad storm, the 
house collapsed on them. Thankfully 
a neighbor let them into their house 
but the gogo has nothing to support 
her entire family. The situation looks 
hopeless, but amazingly, everyday the 
little boy comes home from the CBO 
with a smile on his face. He is the 
happiest kid at the CBO and loves 
hanging out with other kids his age! 
Heather says, “Our whole time in 
Malawi was a privilege and we want 
to thank everyone who arranged the 
trip for us. We grasped a picture of the 
heart of Hands in Malawi. Although 
the trip was challenging, it was a huge 
blessing, with lots of personal growth 
for each of us.” 



A COMMUNITY WORTH 
KNOWING
Daytona Swarbrick, Int’l Volunteer 
(CAN), Communications Team
Thulane Sheba, Hazyview Service 
Center, Bookkeeper

Thankful for the opportunity to spend 
time on the ground, Daytona stayed in 
the community of Bhandeni, Swaziland 
with Thulane, Dan, and Vusi from the 
Regional Support Team. Daytona 
arrived in the community and looked out 
to see the lights along the Mozambique 
border. He had the chance to learn 
more about the community, the people 
living there, and saw the vulnerability 
of this community in deep ways.

As the team held prayer meetings 
with local pastors and leaders, people 
from the community would show up 
throughout the meeting to see why 
people were gathered together. “Kids 
would show up, then older people, 
then gogos. It was gatherings like this 
and others with pastors and some 
impromptu meetings which we got to 
be a part of this week.” Daytona 

was encouraged, seeing how many 
people attended these meetings, and 
how many children he met. He says, 
“These people in rural Swaziland are 
faceless to the rest of the world, but 
God knows them. They are children 
that bear the image of God and they 
are worth knowing.”

On one particular Holy Home Visit, 
Daytona was asked if he brought 
books. Upon saying that he had not, 
the next question was, “So what’s your 
purpose here?” He had the opportunity 
to encourage this family and tell them 
how valuable they are. He told them he 
was there because he wanted to be; he 
wanted to know them.

Thulane was encouraged by this 
trip also, saying all his expectations 
were fulfilled. The few days spent in 
Bhandeni were more than just a trip 
- meeting the most vulnerable people 
there opened his eyes. He enjoyed 
having the chance to meet Josephine, a 
Care Worker, and go on a Holy Home 
Visit with her. He says the people of 
Bhandeni are very warm hearted.

US INTERNATIONAL 
OFFICE

Sara Waldvogel, International 
Volunteer (US), Hands at Work US

Visiting South Africa and Zambia 
for a few months while she supported 
teams (her own and others!), 
attended IO Celebrations, and spent 
time with her African family, Sara 
gave us a picture of her life working 
with the Hands US team: 

At home in the US I work for Hands 
at Work in Africa USA. Our core 
team is Suzette, Jennifer, Brooke, 
and myself, and we are supported 
by Meg, Michelle, Jessica, Roger 
and Jessie! Our main challenge in 
the US is how far apart we all live. 
Sometimes we can feel very alone. 
I work with Suzette every day, but 
we live a 4 day drive apart! I’m in 
New York and she’s in California. So 
everything we do is over skype and 
email. 
We are kind of like an RST for the 
US – part of our responsibility is to 
visit everyone who supports Hands 
at Work. I focus on supporting our 
partners. We strive to live out Hands 
values in the US and challenge 
ourselves to serve right where 
we are. We meet every Tuesday 
on Skype to pray together. One 
Sunday night a month we have our 
own Hands on Deck meeting over 
Skype where everyone who is a 
friend, advocate, partner of Hands 
is invited to tell stories from Africa 
or from the US. All of this helps us 
to live out our calling and to build 
community among the Hands US 
family.  We are realising that making 
personal visits to our partners needs 
to be a priority and we are working 
toward making sure we visit our 
Advocates regularly no matter how 
far they live.  This is a way we can 
do Holy Home visits in the US.  Our 
partnerships are about much more 
than sending money – we hope that 
all our partners share in the Hands 
vision and want to come alongside 
us and live out Hands Core Values in 
their respective churches.

Sara, Rose (Hands UK), Brooke, Jessica, Jennifer + Suzette



INTERNATIONAL 
CELEBRATIONS
Morgan Malster, Int’l Volunteer 
(CAN), Communications Team
Sara Waldvogel, Int’l Volunteer 
(US), Hands at Work US

In May, many people from our 
international offices (IOs) came 
together in South Africa for 
International Celebrations. Our 
IOs are such a huge part of the 
Hands family, yet in Africa and 
around the world we rarely have 
the chance to be together and see 
and hear about the fruit that God 
is bringing out as we strive for our 
vision. This time together allowed 
for unity among everyone involved 
– it gave time for connecting, 
building relationships and having 
sessions with Hands leaders on 
discipleship, the domino effect, 
Maranatha Workshops way 
forward, and more. People who 
usually have to rely on Skype for 
communication had the chance to 
share their hearts in person, and 
going home many said they now 
have a new foundation to work 
from. 


