
HANDS ON DECK 

GOD’S PRESENCE IN 
NISSI AND MISWA
Boyd Chishimba, RST (Zambia)

Along with Blessings, Gracious, 
and Daniel, Boyd was able to be 
a part of Church Mobilisation 
in Nissi and Care Worker 
Foundational Training in Miswa in 
Kabwe region. During his time in 
Nissi and Miswa, God’s hand was 
evident in the meetings held each 
day.

Bishops, pastors, and other 
influential men in Nissi met 
together for the Pastor’s 
Fellowship meeting, ready to 
praise God. Having only fifteen 
minutes to share, Blessings was 
able to say everything needed to 
the leaders present. Boyd sensed 
God’s presence during the meeting, 
as pastors agreed together to 
contribute money towards Nissi 
CBO, and promised to make time 
to visit the CBO each month. 

Blessings mentored the pastors on 
how to come together as a group 
to care for their community, and 
Boyd says with thanksgiving, “This 
message was understood. God is 
doing something here.”

While in Miswa, Blessings, Boyd, 
Gracious, and Daniel took part 
in Care Worker Foundational 
Training. The first day, Boyd and 
Steven (Kabwe Service Centre 
Field Coordinator) took the Care 
Workers through the Core Values 
and history of Hands at Work. 
Trina (Kabwe Service Centre 
Coordinator) taught about the 
qualities of a good Care Worker. 
Boyd says, “The response was 
amazing. People were broken, 
and we spent time praying with 
them. They were so humbled and 
understood what it meant to be 
a Care Worker and to serve the 
children. The Care Workers realised 
only God could help them face the 
challenges to come.” The passion 
and love for the children by the 

Care Workers was evident during 
Holy Home Visits the next day. 
They knew the children’s names 
and stories, and were devoted to 
walking far distances to visit with 
children and their families.

Boyd saw some marriage issues 
in the Care Workers in Miswa, 
and felt God needed to restore 
relationships in order for couples 
to serve God together. At the 
beginning of Boyd’s time in Miswa, 
couples sat on opposite sides of 
the room, but Boyd encouraged 
them to sit together so they could 
better support each other. On the 
third day, Boyd spent time praying 
for marriages, and God performed 
miracles of healing among couples. 
Because of the power of prayer 
and healing, married couples who 
were not on good terms with each 
other at the beginning of the week 
reconciled and realised the need 
to work together in order to fulfill 
God’s mandate of caring for the 
most vulnerable.

Boyd says, “We felt like we 
became family and it was tough 
to leave after eating, staying, and 
fellowshipping together. God has 
brought us together and we have 
each other now!”

“God has brought us together and we have 
each other now”   – Boyd Chisamba, Zambia RST
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ASHLEY IN MALAWI
Ashley Humphreys, Int’l Volunteer 
(CAN), Communications Team

Hearing stories from Malawi for 
years, Ashley was so grateful for 
the opportunity to travel there 
to spend time with the Dedza SC 
team and the team from Grand 
Centre Alliance Church in Canada. 
Ashley was able to visit all four 
communities and learn about 
the planned expansions for new 
communities and a second SC. 

Ashley spent much of her time with 
the team from Canada, visiting 
Mngwere and spending time with 
the Care Workers there. She enjoyed 
getting to know the team, seeing 
their commitment and witnessing 
the mutual impact between them, 
the Service Centre team, and the 
community of Mngwere. 

Ashley says, “Going into this trip, 
I asked God to give me a renewed 
perspective.” While in Mngwere, 
Ashley met Royie and Violet’s 
oldest daughter, Chimwemwe, who 
provided Ashley with the answer 

to her prayer. What Ashley 
saw in Chimwemwe as a 
Care Worker was a heart of 
servanthood and humility. God 
then brought to mind for Ashley 
her own personal watchword from 
Philippians 2:3, which says, “In 
humility regard others as better than 
yourself.” 

Chimwemwe is not a Care Worker 
because she is Royie and Violet’s 
daughter; rather because God put 
the desire in her to love, and despite 
all her own personal challenges, she 
serves God in loving and regarding 
the children as better than herself.

Recently, Daniel travelled to Kabwe to 
spend some time learning more about 
Church Mobilisation and Care Worker 
Foundational Training, for which he 
was very grateful. Daniel learned many 
things during his time in Nissi and 
Miswa, but one thing in particular 
stood out in his mind. What he noticed 
was the servant heart of Edwin*, Shaba 
and Catherine’s (Miswa Care Workers) 
second oldest son. Daniel was struck by 
how selfless Edwin was in serving his 
siblings. 

As part of a big family himself, Daniel 
says “I can see very clearly in Edwin a 
servant heart. Serving siblings in a big 
family is hard, but Edwin was always 
washing dishes, helping his family, 
and taking the initiative to serve. In 
turn, he enables his parents to be Care 
Workers.” Daniel’s prayer for himself 
before coming to Africa last year was 
that God would give him a servant 
heart. Staying with Edwin’s family 
taught him what servanthood is within 
a family, and how serving each other is 
so valuable.

Earlier in the year, Daniel stayed with 
Rueben, a Care Worker in Mulenga. 
Here he also saw the heart of 
servanthood as Rueben selflessly served 
his family. Daniel realised in fathers 
such as Rueben in Mulenga and Shaba 
in Miswa, serving their families is 
reflected in their children. He says, “As 
fathers they were serving their sons; as 
sons they were serving their fathers.”

*name has been changed

LEARNING THE HEART 
OF SERVANTHOOD

Daniel Wilson, Int’l Volunteer (AUS) – 
Maintenance + Construction, Zambia



SO CLOSE TO US
Celine Letkeman, Int’l Volunteer 
(CA), Communications Team

Nearing the end of her year 
volunteering, Celine shared the 
most significant moments from her 
time in Africa, and how God has 
been working in her heart. 

Celine visited Bhandeni, Swaziland 
on an expansion visit and walked 
the same route school children in 
Bhandeni walk every day. She says, 
“It was hard, but I’m incredibly 
thankful we did it. The children 
are so desperate for school - they 
get up at 4AM and walk 2.5 
hours to school in the dark and 
then 2.5 hours home in the dark, 
often alone. I thought of my little 
cousin walking by himself and I 
can’t imagine. My heart broke.” 
On this trip, God drew Celine closer 

to Him. “I had to completely 
depend on God in situations 
where I was uncomfortable. 
God wants to hold me and 
help; all I have to do is let 
Him in.” 

All year, Celine has been challenged 
by a moment during her orientation. 
On Home Visits with Ma Senty 
in Mluti, Ma Senty said, “Why 

wouldn’t we visit them when they 
are so close to us?” Celine felt both 
stunned and inspired. She says, “I 
started to think about what I do 
back in Canada. There are homeless 
people where I live and they are in 
need, but am I that quick to go and 
visit them? To build relationships? 
Ma Senty is acting as the beautiful 
hands and feet of Jesus and I want 
to follow her example. She showed 
me I don’t have to go far to find 
poverty. I want to take a servant 
heart back to my community in 
Canada.” 

During a camp for Young Leaders, 
one girl shared her story with 
Celine. Celine says, “I felt 
incredibly blessed that one of the 
most vulnerable girls, a princess of 
God, chose to share her story with 
me. I held her as she cried. All I 
could think was, ‘God, why did you 
choose me? I have nothing to offer.’ 
I couldn’t say anything to help, but 
by sitting there and being a big 
sister she felt safe. I am incredibly 
grateful to Our Heavenly Father 
for giving me another little sister 
who I can laugh and cry with. The 
similarity between us? We are both 
hungry for Our Father; the One 
whose love never fails.”

FOUR YEARS LATER
Jon Mycio, Int’l Volunteer (CA), 
Canadian Int’l Office

Jon recently spent 3 months in 
South Africa at the Hub. He came 
to volunteer with Hands at Work 
back in 2011, and stayed for 6 
months until he went home to 
finish university. In 2011 he met 
a young girl named Veronica on 
a Home Visit. Jon says, “It was 
probably one of the toughest Home 
Visits that I have ever been on. 
During that time, God showed me 
just how much he loved Veronica 

and her family. I remember 
driving home that day and 
feeling my heart literally 
ache – it was pain like I have 
never felt before.” 

For 4 years, Jon prayed for 
Veronica and her family. They were 
never far from his thoughts. When 
Jon returned to Siyathuthuka 
this year, he had the opportunity 
to see Veronica again. Jon says, 
“I went over to sit with her and 
asked how her family was. She 
was responding yes to all my 
questions, even when I asked if 
she remembered me. By the end I 
didn’t think she knew who I was 
because she was saying yes to 
everything. Then I asked her what 
my name was, and she said ‘Jon’. I 
have not seen Veronica in 4 years 
and yet she remembers me! I think 
the reason she remembers me is 
because that day 4 years ago was 
special - they saw God’s love that 
day.” 

Jon has appreciated his time in 
Africa and is grateful for the 
investments people have made in 
him and the way that they have 
taken him under their wing. Jon 
says, “The biggest thing I’ve been 
able to do is observe the sacrificial 
love and service that is happening. 
Be encouraged and know that the 
impact you all have is so huge.” 


