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Phil was so grateful for the time 
he was able to spend in Nigeria 
with George and Dan. Travelling to 
Nigeria was an eye-opening time for 
Phil, as the communities he visited 
were desperately vulnerable. Each 
morning, Phil, Dan, George, and the 
Service Centre team came together 
to pray and worship, and learn more 
about the Jesus We Know before 
heading out into the community. By 
starting each day with God as their 
foundation, Phil was aware of God 
showing up in meetings and in visits.

Several meetings were held while 
Phil was there; one with a group of 
university students and Dan was able 
to share Hands’ vision and begin a 

relationship with them. Toyin, from 
the Service Centre, is excited to 
continue to develop this relationship 
and teach them about the Jesus We 
Know.

While visiting Ilaje, Phil was able 
to figure out a few maintenance 
problems in the school and a Care 
Worker’s home. Walking through 
Ilaje, Phil says, “It feel like you’re 
walking on sponges – they build their 
homes on the swamp.” Hundreds of 
children were playing in the rubbish, 
unable to afford to attend school. 
“The conditions are desperate, but 
they have nowhere else to go.”

In Apatuku, Phil spent some time in 
the classroom with the teachers, and 
Dan had the opportunity to connect 
with and encourage Matthew, an 18 
year old teacher. Phil enjoyed the 
time he had in the school, seeing the 
children being educated.

Dan and Phil went on a few Holy 
Home Visits in the Apatuku, the first 

one of which a grandmother was 
caring for many children. Phil says, 
“Dan was able to share his testimony 
with her, and she understood grace. 
There were a lot of God moments in 
the visit. Dan was then able to wash 
her feet, and model this care to Toyin 
and Taiwo [Service Centre team].” In 
the second Holy Home Visit, Phil met 
a father who said if it weren’t for the 
Care Point, he wouldn’t know how 
his children would be fed. It rained 
while Phil was there, and when Phil 
asked the father if he ever questions 
God, he simply said, “No, God is good 
all the time and provides.” Phil also 
met two young children – a brother 
and sister, new to the CBO, as Care 
Workers had recently found them 
alone with their mother who had died 
three days before.

Phil shares, “There is a lot to be 
done in Nigeria – we could be 
looking thousands of children 
in Ilaje. We need to keep 
persevering in Nigeria. The 
harvest is plentiful in Nigeria 
and we need to pray for people to 
raise up and support the Service 
Centre.”

“We need to keep persevering in Nigeria. The 
harvest is plentiful.”   – Phil McLaughlin
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STORIES FROM THE DRC
PRAGCIDENCE MWENDA – 
ZAMBIA RST
AGNESS KABWE – CAMPS 
TEAM, ZAMBIA

Prag and Agness came back from 
the DRC with stories of God’s 
transforming love and care through 
Care Workers in the children and 
families they visited. They were able 
to visit three communities: Kikula, 
Kisunka, and Toyota. 

While visiting Kikula, Prag realised 
the Care Workers did not know each 
other’s stories, but God showed up 
and Papa Martinez shared his story 
for the first time with his wife and 
the other Care Workers. Please pray 
this will be the beginning of the Care 
Workers sharing their stories and 
learning their children’s stories as 
well. Prag visited Dorcas, a 13-year-
old girl attending the Care Point, 
and found out her story of her living 
with fifteen others in a three-room 
house and being sexually abused by 
uncles. The Care Worker’s eyes were 
opened that day to Dorcas’ life. Prag 
and Agness held a mini-Maranatha 
workshop in Kikula, and sixteen 
children gave their lives to Christ!

While holding a Relationship Group 
the following day with Care Workers, 

One of  the families Prag + Agness visited in the Democratic Republic of  Congo. 

Care Worker Pauline shared her 
story of how her mother is in 
witchcraft and killed her father 
and husband. Pauline’s son, who 
attends the Care Point, was also in 
witchcraft. That day, however, Prag 
and Agness prayed until they were 
delivered.

Spending time in Kisunka the 
following day, God showed Prag 
the dedication of the Care Workers, 
who know each child’s story and do 
their best to care for their children, 
while balancing their own families 
and responsibilities. The same went 
for Toyota, and Prag and Agness 
both saw the love the Care Workers 
had, and how they knew each child’s 
story in great detail. While on a 
Holy Home Visit, they learned the 
story of a crippled grandfather, 
named Mwete, who cares for his 
grandchild. The Care Workers have 
taken ownership and pay for a home 
for them, and the grandchild brings 
back some of his food each day for 
Mwete.

Pray for the Care Workers in these 
communities, as well as the Service 
Centre, as they seek guidance from 
our Father on how to rebuild broken 
walls and find more healing in these 
communities.

Expansion is happening in Oshoek, near 
the South Africa/Swaziland border. A 
new Service Centre has been opened to 
support and expand into more Oshoek 
and Swaziland communities. An old store 
has been fixed up by Phil McLaughlin 
and a team of many others, and Devon 
and Vusi are now staying there four days 
a week.

Currently caring for 100 children in 
Swaziland and 150 in Oshoek, the 
Service Centre is modelling Holy Home 
Visits to Care Workers and supporting 
them as they serve our children. Along 
with Vusi, Anita is also in the Service 
Centre as a Field Coordinator. Previously 
CBO Coordinators, Anita and Nesta 
are assets to the Service Centre team, 
bringing motivation and passion to 
the Care Workers in the surrounding 
communities.

Please pray with us as we are currently 
walking with local leaders to support 
them into their Coordinator roles. Pray 
for strength and comfort for Nesta, as 
her husband recently passed away. Praise 
God the land in Sthobela Community has 
been sorted out so a Care Point can be 
built. The construction of the building 
has already begun. Praise God for Care 
Workers in Msengeni Community who 
have a real passion and hunger to know 
God more, and for new Care Workers in 
Beeskop Community who have stepped 
up and decided to focus on caring for our 

children.
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PASSION IN MALAWI
LISA DALLEY (INT’L 
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GIDEON MBUZI – RST PROJECT 
SUPPORT, ZAMBIA

Gideon and Lisa, along with Brian, 
Marc and Blessings, had the 
opportunity to travel to Malawi to 
host visitors from Canada, assess 
communities, and visit with the 
Service Centre. Everyone played a 
different role in helping the visitors 
from Canada to gain a bigger picture 
of Hands, and the trip was filled with 
moments of laughter and moments 
of sadness. Lisa saw the visitors 
realise the extent of the poverty in 
Malawi, and how grateful they were 
to receive an honest picture of what 
is happening there.

Lisa was reminded of 1 Corinthians 
4:10-14 and Romans 8:17 and 
shares, “There is a price for 
being identified with Jesus, and 
Care Workers have to accept the 
persecution they sometimes face. But 
I was reminded even though we feel 
grief, it’s never without his comfort. 
Even though we feel lonely, it’s never 
without his peace. I was able to 
tell people I visited on Holy Home 

Visits to persevere because they are 
sons and daughters and he loves his 
children, and will bring comfort and 
peace.” She was able to encourage 
families in new ways, as she shared 
about the depth of our Father’s 
incredible love.

Gideon was grateful for the time he 
spent in Malawi, as he could visit 
all the communities and go on Holy 
Home Visits. He was deeply impacted 
by going on Holy Home Visits and 
realising some of the challenges 
families face each day simply to fetch 
water and firewood. However, Gideon 
was amazed by the dedication of the 
Service Centre and saw the strength 
of relationships between the Service 
Centre and CBOs.

Gideon also shared about Tima 
CBO in Mngwere, and says, “Church 
mobilisation ignited the fire at the 
CBO. Some people kept it going and 
spread the fire into the community. 
Now pastors come together every 
Friday to pray and play with the kids. 
The chief and some pastors also have 
built a home for two child-headed 
families out of their own resources. 
This is our dream – to see leaders 
from communities being involved in 
our CBOs!”

NURSES FOR AFRICA IN 
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As the last team of the year 
for the Zambia region, Nurses 
for Africa (NFA) sent a team 
of ten nurses to Kabwe to 
visit Malakota and Miswa 
communities. This team saw 
1000 patients over the course of 
the week; 600 in Malakota on 
the first clinic day, 100 during 
Kid/Care Worker Day, and 300 
in Miswa on the second clinic 
day. Having mobile clinics in 
two different communities was 
encouraging for Trina and the 
rest of the Kabwe Service Centre 
as they knew how great the need 
was and how limited health care 
is in these rural communities. 

Both communities were also 
greatly encouraged by the nurses, 
as the nurses not only provided 
a clinic, but went on Holy Home 
Visits and spent time at the 
Care Point with Care Workers 
and children. Going on Holy 
Home Visits and spending time 
at the Care Point in Malakota 
were what impacted the team of 
nurses the most.

God used this week to transform 
the lives of many nurses, 
especially one in particular. 
During debrief, one nurse opened 
up and shared about how she 
came to Africa broken. She 
shared that God had to bring 
her all the way here from across 
the world to find healing and 
restoration with her Heavenly 
Father.

NFA nurses doing medical
assessments in Malakota 

Community, Zambia


