
Sunday, December 13th - Day 1 
Hands at Work Australia Office

Praise Points
• We praise God for the long-term volunteers who 
committed to serve in 2015 from Australia. We 
also thank Him for the teams and visitors God 
sent to Africa to visit and be an encouragement in 
the communities we support.

• We thank God for existing partners and 
advocates who have generously given financially 
to support our children. Sufficient funds have been 
given to cover all 2015 Hands Australia project 
commitments because of  partners and individuals 
who have sacrificially given.

• Hands Australia was greatly encouraged by 
George Snyman’s (Co-founder of  Hands at Work) 
visit earlier this year. He was able to spend time 
building relationships with those he met, and 
challenge and encourage churches in Australia.

Prayer Points
• Praise God for the Board and Management 
Team He has provided Hands Australia with, and 
the hours they voluntarily give to advocate for our 
children. Pray for God’s wisdom and guidance to 
be upon them as they seek God’s plans for 2016. 
Ask God to raise up willing volunteers to join the 
Management Team in specific roles and that these 
teams would work together in unity.

• Pray God would raise up more volunteers to 
serve long-term in Africa. Pray the sending 
churches would be involved and willing to 
encourage and walk with the volunteers they 
send.

• Pray for God to lead us to new partners, as 
well as strengthen existing partners. Pray these 
relationships will grow strong and churches 
would desire to more send teams to Africa. As 
Hands Australia desires to send more teams 
to Africa next year, pray each member will be 
impacted their time, and grow in their relationship 
with Jesus.

Monday, December 14th - Day 2
Hands at Work UK Office 

Praise Points
• Hands UK is thankful for the launch of  plan 
God gave them called 1, 2, 3, 4; one vision, twice 
as many volunteers, three times as many partners, 
and four times as many children supported by the 
end of  2018. Hands UK has been motivated and 
encouraged to strive towards their goal.

• A core team of  individuals was formed to take 
ownership of  aspects of  Hands UK’s vision, such 
as finance, volunteers and teams, and partners. 
This group of  people has started meeting every 
two weeks to pray, build relationships, and support 
each other as they seek God’s help in meeting 
their vision goals.

• Praise God for the opportunity several Hands 
UK volunteers had to attend the International 
Offices Gathering in South Africa to meet other 
International Offices, go deeper with Hands, and 
build relationships.

Prayer Points
• Pray God will equip each Hands UK volunteer 
with a boldness and prophetic voice to our 
churches, as we are all challenged to follow 
Christ’s call to care for the most vulnerable in our 
world.

• Hands UK feels the need to grow the core team, 
both in numbers and in the depth of  relationship 
with one other. Pray they can support each other 
as they seek the heart of  God.

• Pray Hands UK can continue to support our 
volunteers who have left behind family, friends, 
work, study, and home in the UK to volunteer in 
Africa. Pray especially for those who are going for 
the first time in 2016 to serve.

… I bring you good news of  great joy 
that will be for all the people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of  David a Savior, 

who is Christ the Lord.   - Luke 2:10-11 (ESV)

Join with us this Christmas as we pray for Africa’s most 
vulnerable and Hands at Work. As God sent His Son, Jesus, 
into the world to be born, His birth brought great joy to the 
world. In the midst of  His vulnerability on earth, He brought 
a heavenly peace and hope, which we still have today. This time 
of  year, we celebrate the great love He has shown each of  us 
by being made low and born in a lowly feeding trough. Journey 
with us over the next twelve days, as we look at Christmas in 
a different way. As we reflect on all He has done this year and 
pray in faith for what is to come, we know we can come to 
Christ expectantly. This season, He brings joy – for all people!

Unite with Us in Prayer
Join our event for extra prayer 
points and content. 



Tuesday, December 15th - Day 3 
Zimbabwe 

Praise Points
• We thank God for pastors and members 
of  the local churches in our communities of  
Chinaka and Pimai who have caught the vision 
to care for the most vulnerable children in their 
communities. Many pastors are ready to become 
a part of  caring in our communities, and strong 
relationships have been forming within the local 
churches as they seek to serve together in unity. 
As a result of  the involvement of  the local 
church, our Zimbabwe communities have strong 
teams of  volunteer Care Workers.

• Thank God for the *Maranatha Workshops 
which were held for caregivers in Pimai 
Community. Caregivers found much forgiveness 
and healing through Christ, and the local office 
was able to support the caregivers well during 
this time.

• Groups of  Care Workers in two of  our 
communities started their own Income 
Generating Activities, providing an opportunity 
to work together to support each other financially 
and relationally.

Prayer Points
• Pray with us for God’s continued grace and 
guidance in all the work the Hands local office 
in Zimbabwe is doing in our communities. As 
they are going through a transition period of  
growth and expansion, pray God will strengthen 
and uphold them. Pray that they would feel 
continuously encouraged as they seek to live out 
their callings to care for the most vulnerable. 

• Join in praying with the Hands local office 
in Zimbabwe as they seek God’s guidance and 
discernment in expanding into new communities 
in 2016. Pray for wisdom in identifying the 
communities in most urgent need of  care.

• Plans are in progress to create a new Hands 
local office near the Pimai Community. Pray for 
God to send the right people. 

Wednesday, December 16th - Day 4
Hands at Work US Office 

Praise Points
• Since January, a growing community of  past 
and present Hands US volunteers gather virtually 
on Skype weekly for a Bible study, and monthly 
to encourage each other with stories of  what 
they have experienced in Africa and how they are 
living out serving the most vulnerable in their 
own communities, wherever they live. Praise God 
for these opportunities to share and encourage, 
as the US office loves spending this time together 
each month.

• We thank God for the growth in the Hands 
US office this year. We are grateful that God is 
bringing more volunteers who want to invest in 
Hands and live out their calling to serve in their 
home country in the US. We also thank God for 
the people who have helped us in team season.

• We are excited for new churches coming on 
board to partner with Hands at Work US Office. 
This year, three new churches have committed to 
partnering with Hands at Work and communities 
across Africa, together fulfilling Hands at 
Work’s vision to see the local church working in 
partnership with the international church.

Prayer Points
• Pray that God will continue to use the Hands 
US family to challenge the Church in the US to 
serve the poor sacrificially, focusing on the Biblical 
mandate to care for the poorest of  the poor.

• As God has sent more volunteers to join with 
Hands US, pray for our Management Team to 
continuously grow in maturity and in size. Ask 
God to bring us more of  His sons and daughters, 
so we may share our vision with them, and draw 
each person closer to our Heavenly Father.

• Pray for guidance and support as we seek God in 
sending more committed, long-term volunteers to 
serve in Africa.

Thursday, December 17th - Day 5
Hands at Work Canada Office 

Praise Points
• We thank God for His continued provision 
in sending committed, long-term Canadian 
volunteers to serve in strategic roles across Africa

• Praise be to our Father for the funds enabling 
Hands Canada to support thirteen communities 
across Africa, as well as additional projects and 
volunteers serving in Africa.

• We thank God for raising up committed 
individuals within Canada to share our 
Biblical mandate with their local churches and 
communities to advocate for and support the most 
vulnerable children in their own communities and 
in Africa.

• With much thanksgiving for God’s provision, 
Hands Canada’s team as grown extensively over 
the past year, enabling us with opportunities to 
grow and expand our team across Canada. Many 
Hands Canada volunteers attended a Celebrations 
event, led by Lynn and Jayme.

Prayer Points
• Pray God would take each partner, advocate, and 
Hands Canada volunteer deeper into His heart as 
they seek guidance and strength in serving the 
most vulnerable both in Africa and in their own 
backyards.

• Stand with us as we continue to ask for God’s 
help in fostering caring communities of  growth 
across the country.

• As Hands Canada is facing a time of  transition 
as they grow, pray God would carry the team 
through this time of  change.

Friday, December 18th - Day 6
Democratic Republic of  Congo

Praise Points
• As many Congolese have faced spiritual, 
emotional and physical challenges this year, God’s 
protection has been evident over the lives of  our 
children, Care Workers, and Hands local office 
members. 

• Despite many personal challenges each volunteer 
Care Worker faces, much commitment has been 
seen in men and women who are determined to 
care for the most vulnerable in their communities. 
They do so willingly, living out their callings and 
Biblical mandate.

• We thank God for the growth we have seen 
in several of  our communities this year. We are 
grateful for the support that has been put in place 
to care for our children.

Prayer Points
• Pray for God to work in the hearts of  local 
pastors and churches to reveal their Biblical 
mandate to care for the most vulnerable among 
them. Pray for men and women to step up to care 
for our children, and provide them with life-giving 
love and encouragement.

• We desire for each child, Care Worker, and 
caregiver to receive healing from their many 
wounds. Pray God would equip us with His 
Holy Spirit as we seek to carry out Maranatha 
Workshops in all our communities so healing and 
restoration can be found.

• Pray for Care Workers who serve our children 
and families every day. Pray God will give each 
one a better understanding of  holistic care and 
grasp the concepts of  Holy Home Visits and 
Relationship Groups.

* To learn more about Maranatha Workshops as well as what Hands at Work is doing 
across Africa visit our website www.handsatwork.org. 



Saturday, December 19th - Day 7
Swaziland

Praise Points
• We thank and praise God for raising up new 
Care Workers from the local church in Swaziland, 
who have stepped up and are striving to live out 
their calling for caring for the most vulnerable 
children in their communities.

• Praise be to God for Care Workers in our 
communities who have a deep passion and hunger 
to know God more, and are seeking God with the 
support of  the Hands local office.

• Beginning earlier this year, 50 of  the most 
vulnerable children in Msengeni Community now 
receive access to a hot, nutritious meal five days 
a week, access to education, and basic health care. 
50 of  the most vulnerable children in Bhandeni 
Community receive one meal a week, along with 
access to education and basic health care.

• A NEW Hands local office on the border of  
Swaziland has been established to ensure better 
support to our Care Workers and communities in 
Swaziland.

Prayer Points
• Pray for God’s continued guidance in raising up 
local leaders within our communities.

• Pray for wisdom as the Hands local office 
disciples Care Workers as they have expressed a 
desire to know and learn more about Jesus.

• Pray for strength and comfort for Nesta, a leader 
in the Hands local office, as her husband recently 
passed away. Pray for the Regional Support Team 
as they walk with her in this time of  grief.

• We need much discernment as the Hands local 
office has recognized the need to expand into 
more Swaziland communities, as so many of  
the surrounding communities are desperately 
vulnerable. Pray for God to show us the way 
forward, discerning which communities are most 
in need of  the support of  the local office.

Monday, December 21st - Day 9
South Africa 

Praise Points
• Join us in thanking God for a new Hands local 
office in Oshoek Community which will reach new 
communities in South Africa and Swaziland. 

• Hands at Work’s first  Maranatha Workshop for 
children and their Primary Caregivers was held 
in Pfunani Community earlier this year. We thank 
God for His love in bringing many new sons 
and daughters to Him throughout the week the 
workshop was held.

• Exchange visits were held for youth leaders 
throughout South Africa. These visits were 
opportunities for youth leaders to learn and 
encourage each other to better serve the younger 
children in their own communities.

• The Hands local office in Hazyview supporting 
our South African communities has grown to 
eight people, as God has raised up several youth 
to walk with Audrey and grow into young leaders, 
some of  whom were children cared for by Hands.

Prayer Points
• Pray for God’s guidance in leading the local 
offices and leaders to the most vulnerable 
communities as we want to break ground in new 
communities next year. Pray for discernment in 
knowing which communities God is calling us to 
care for.

• As we have much to thank God for from the 
first combined Maranatha Workshop, we want to 
take it to more communities in 2016. Pray Care 
Workers, children, and caregivers will find healing 
and come to know Jesus Christ.

• Pray for local churches throughout South Africa 
to listen to and obey their Biblical mandate to care 
for the most vulnerable in their communities. Pray 
men and women will rise to their calling, as many 
of  our communities need more Care Workers to 
visit our children.

Tuesday, December 22nd - Day 10
Zambia 

Praise Points
• We thank God for the growth we have seen in 
communities like Kalende in Zambia. This year a 
borehole was put in to ensure access to clean safe 
water for the community, and two new classrooms 
were built.  

• Praise God for the increase in International 
Volunteers God has sent to Zambia to support the 
work in this region. 

• We thank God for the provision of  travel 
within the Zambia region this year. The Hands 
local offices and communities in Malawi and 
the Democratic Republic of  Congo (DRC) 
have experienced an increase in visits from 
many Regional Support Team (RST) members, 
providing unity across the region and a renewed 
sense of  togetherness. 

Prayer Points
• As Hands at Work continues to grow and extend 
our reach to the most vulnerable it requires 
willing International Volunteers and local African 
leaders to raise up their hands and be willing 
to go wherever they are needed. Pray for God’s 
discernment in this process, as we desire to grow 
our work across Africa. 

• The Hands local office in Kabwe has identified 
the need to expand into two new communities in 
2016.  Pray for the local church in Kabwe, for men 
and women to rise up and answer the call to care 
for the most vulnerable in their communities. 

• In 2015, two local Care Workers from the Kitwe 
area, Boyd and Reuben, joined the Zambia RST. 
Pray for them as they grow in their calling and 
impact the lives of  the Care Workers, the most 
vulnerable children, and the local Church across 
the Zambia region.  

Saturday, December 20th - Day 8 
Mozambique

Praise Points
• We are so thankful for Florence, who has 
stepped up and moved to Mozambique from 
Zimbabwe to create a Hands local office in 
Chimoio. God has used her mightily this year, 
growing and stretching her as she daily gives 
her life to serving the most vulnerable in the 
communities in the Chimoio region.

• Praise God for the service of  a strong team of  
Care Workers from the local church in Matsinho 
Community who have come together in unity 
to serve the most vulnerable in the community. 
As a result of  their dedication, 50 of  the most 
vulnerable children in Matsinho now receive a 
hot, nutritious meal each day, access to education, 
and basic health care.

• The Hands local office, together with the 
Regional Support Team based in South Africa 
held a Maranatha Workshop for Care Workers in 
Matsinho earlier this year. Many Care Workers 
found healing and restoration in their lives 
through the love of  Christ. 

Prayer Points
• Stand with us in prayer for God to provide the 
right people to support Florence and join the local 
office in Chimoio, as the communities in the area 
need to be supported well by a strong team of  
local leaders.

• Pray for the many children who have not 
yet been identified by the Community Based 
Organisations (CBO) in Mozambique, many 
of  whom are sleeping without blankets and 
struggling to find food on a daily basis. Pray for 
God’s protection and provision during this season.

• Pray for local churches and their pastors and 
wives to recognize their calling to care for the 
most vulnerable children in the communities in 
Mozambique. Pray for leaders among them to rise 
up and advocate on behalf  of  the children. 



Wednesday, December 23rd - Day 11 
Nigeria 

Praise Points
• We thank God for a peaceful election earlier this 
year, which is beginning to bring a good turn-
around in the country.

• As Nigeria has struggled with serious power 
supply challenges, thank God for the recent 
change in the power supply this year, which 
benefits the local office as they are able to better 
communicate and support the communities they 
serve.

• We thank God for unity and harmony among the 
Christian leaders God is raising up in Nigeria. We 
are so grateful for Toyin and Taiwo in our local 
office, as they selflessly give their lives every day 
despite the many challenges they face.

Prayer Points
• Nigeria is a country filled with corruption and 
acts of  bribery. Pray for Toyin, Taiwo, and our 
Care Workers as they face the challenge of  going 
against this culture every single day, and fight for 
the lives of  our children. Pray for God to change 
the hearts of  those involved in corruption and 
bribery, as the negative influence directly impacts 
our children. Pray for peace throughout Nigeria.

• Pray for a lower cost of  living, as many families 
face homelessness and insecurity.

• Pray for roads to be repaired and constructed 
well. Travelling to community is often 
impossible as the roads are in such disrepair. 
Pray especially for the Lagos/Ibadan Expressway 
to be constructed well next year as the Hands 
local office needs to use that road to reach our 
communities.

Thursday, December 24th - Day 12
Malawi 

Praise Points
• We praise God for all the teams He brought 
together to visit this year, as they encouraged 
both the Hands local office and communities they 
served in. A team of  nurses from the US, along 
with two Malawian nurses, held a mobile clinic 
in Mcheneka, providing medical attention to the 
community who otherwise would have to travel 
over 25 kilometres to seek medical care.

• Praise God for sending us more African leaders. 
The Hands local office in Dedza welcomed two 
new members, Tanazio and Prince, in 2015.

• We stand in amazement and praise God for 
the outcome of  the Maranatha Workshops held 
for caregivers and youth in the community of  
Mngwere, as many found healing and came to 
Christ. The local church has been encouraged 
and strengthened through this, and now the 
youth gather every first and third Friday to pray 
together, and the caregivers meet weekly to share, 
encourage, and support one another.

Prayer Points
• Stand with us in prayer as we seek God’s 
guidance and direction as the Hands local office 
and Zambia Regional Support Team (RST) are 
working hard to expand into new communities in 
Malawi.

• Pray for God’s grace and favor for our children 
who will soon be graduating from primary school 
and going on to high school. As children must 
often walk far, and face various daily challenges, 
pray God will open doors for our children to be 
educated beyond primary school.

• Many of  our communities are difficult to 
travel to as roads are filled with potholes and are 
nearly non-existent in some places. Pray for the 
government to send people to fix the roads and 
make connecting to our communities easier.

Friday, December 25th

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This 
was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of  Syria. And all went to be registered, 
each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of  Nazareth, to Judea, 
to the city of  David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of  the house and lineage of  David, 
to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time 
came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling 
cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. And an angel of  the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of  the Lord shone around them, 
and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you 
good news of  great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city 
of  David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of  the heavenly host praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

       - Luke 2:1 - 14

Thank you for uniting with us in prayer for Africa’s most
 vulnerable and Hands at Work.

Merry Christmas
From our family to yours wishing you the peace and joy of  the season!


